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WE UNDERSTAND WHAT YOU, AS A COACH OPERATOR 


yr Sal CT tat Mo ure NEED TO KEEP YOUR CUSTOMERS HAPPY. 


FREE SECURE PARKING AND COACH WASH FACILITIES PROVIDED. 


All prices per person per night. Including dinner, bed & English/Scottish breakfast, Live entertainment and VAT@17.5% 
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TOUR OPERATOR BOOKINGS 


30 Year Guarantee 

Widths 3-40m & any length 
Permanent or Temporary 
100% Clearspan - 


no internal Posts/Trusses The above tariffs are the minimum rate and are non commissionable. 

Conform to BS5950/6399 The operator will be responsible for the payment of the deposit and the total 

Maintenance Free/Highly Secure amount of the final account. Room allocations: |3 Twin, |! Double, 5 Single 
STEEL BUILDINGS °* 2%@Wings supplied & full (53 beds) (29 rooms). One driver room (single) f.0.c. All arrangements and 

planning service payment via McColls call centre at Dunoon. 


Tel: 08702 40 30 80 
Fax: 01369 702764 


CALL MISTRAL NOW ON 0870 241 5786 
ie 4 BUY FROM 
£78,000 


RENT FROM 
£295 - £420 
PER WEEK“ 
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8.5m Optare Solo supplied to Jayline Travel 
C J 


7.8m Narrow width (2.33m wide): 24 Seats 
SOLO RAN GE 8.5m Narrow width (2.33m wide): 28 Seats - Standard width (2.5m wide): 29 Seats 
9.2m Narrow width (2.33m wide): 32 Seats - Standard width (2.5m wide): 33 Seats 


are subject to approval by Mistral group (UK) ple: Prices based on 7.8m Narrow width Solo 


Rates are based on a minimum 5 year contract period and 
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Cover story 


How Esker 
entered the 
race 


The Esker name is gradually being 
seen in the UK and its range has 
grown with the first showing of its 
2|-seat Riada built on a Mercedes- 
Benz 616 Sprinter. Mike Morgan 
visits County Westmeath, Ireland, 
to answer the question: What is the 
Esker appeal? 


Full story on pages 23-25 


What is it that makes more 


passengers travel by bus? 


NEW VEHICLES, branding, and passenger 
information are all acknowledged as part of the 
essential mix if you want to increase revenue. 

That’s the evidence from First in York where 
passenger numbers were up 12% overall last year 
and as high as 35% in some cases. Blazefield’s high 
profile route 36 is recording an 8% growth in the 
first three months of twin-deck operation, and 
Lothian has seen passenger increases of 25% over 
the past six years. 

These are just a selection of the positive results 
being experience around the network. But do we 
really know exactly what encourages more 
passengers to travel by bus? 

Despite its evident success, Blazefield is asking 
this very question. As we report on page 26, the 
package of changes that have raised the bar on the 
Ripon-Harrogate-Leeds service is not only 
comprehensive, but extremely well co-ordinated — 
in every sense of the phrase. 

However, Giles Fearnley has revealed plans for 
the University of Leeds to carry out research 
geared to establishing how each component of the 
route 36 package actually woos people out of their 
cars. Is it the leather seated seats on the top deck 
of the Wrightbus Eclipse Geminis? Is it the route 
branding? Is it the professional package of 
information? Is it the drivers? He also recognises 
that the industry at large would benefit from the 
dissemination of this information. 

Meanwhile Travel West Midlands (TWM) has 
embarked on a controlled experiment that 
contrasts with the £100m investment that the 
National Express subsidiary has put into its show- 
case routes. When it comes to route 26, there’s no 
new vehicles, no leather seats, no state-of-the-art 
technology... and no low-floor, easy access buses. 
Route 26 was in decline. Running from 


Bromford Bridge via Alum Rock to Birmingham 
City Centre, this service no longer serves a thriving 
industrial area and has consequently seen 
passenger numbers fall away. In TWM’s words: “It 
is a fading route.” 

This week, route 26 was relaunched using G-reg 
Leyland Lynx, branded as the flat fare SaverBus. 
Fares are just 60p for adults or 30p for children. 
TWM Chief Executive, Brian Jackson, explained: 
“It is an opportunity for TWM to gauge the impact 
of what a change of fare payment philosophy will 
have on the approach to bus travel in the county.” 

There’s nothing new about flat fares, and we all 
know what has happened to bus patronage in 
London where a simplified fare structure must be a 
major influence. We also know that low fares, such 
as those available on the Stagecoach Megabus, are 
attractive. However, it’s the controlled nature of 
the TWM experiment that makes it interesting. 
There’s no other change to the route and it’s one 
corridor where 
competition is notable 
by its absence. 

You may argue that 
with a 60p fare it can’t 
fail to boost loadings, 
but will it be enough 
to fund new buses? 

The findings will 
give the industry 
important knowledge 
about the role of fares 
in the battle to prise 
people out of their 
cars. 
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Darling’s 2030 


The Government has rejected a full scale re-regulation of bus services; the notice period for 
Quality Contracts has only been reduced to a minimum of six months for schemes with a limited 
impact on bus operators; where Local Authorities are encouraged to look at Quality Contracts 
as part of an overall package of measures which reduce congestion — including congestion 
charging — the current tests for the implementation of a Quality Contract laid down in the 
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HE MEDIA hype 

surrounding Alistair 

Darling’s 2030 vision of 
the shape of the nation’s bus 
services didn’t exactly reach 
fever pitch, though its 
significance is highlighted by 
the high-profile posturing 
and proclamations that 
preceded the White Paper, 
‘The Future of Transport: A 
Network for 2030’ (route 
News, 22 July). 

Let us not forget that the 
build up to last week’s 
announcement was punctuated 
by forceful demands for re- 
regulation with the loudest 
noises coming from PTEG, the 
group representing the 
Passenger Transport Executives. 
Then, at the | 1th hour, we had 
the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, encouraging the doom 
and gloom merchants by 
casting doubt over the future of 
Fuel Duty Rebate (now know 


hes 
‘@ 3: 


>. 


~ 


IF & 


as Bus Services Operator’s 
Grant — i.e. BSOG). 

Meanwhile Professor David 
Begg, Chairman of the 
influential Commission for 
Integrated Transport, 
counselled common sense. 
London-style franchising would 
be too expensive to roll-out 
across the nation, he warned, 
while the emphasis should be 
on ‘demand management,’ he 
advised. 

The Transport Secretary 


revealed the levels’ of 
investment over the next |5 
years — i.e. average annual 


increases of 4.5% over the 
next three years, from £10.4bn 
this year to over £12.8bn by 
2007, as well as additional 
spending of 2.25% above 
inflation each year through to 
2015. Mr Darling also made 
announcements on the future 
of Crossrail, light rail schemes 
and published the Road Pricing 
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Feasibility Study. 

Road pricing is on the 
agenda, but the Society of 
Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT) has raised 
concerns. “It could cost as 
much as £3 billion a year to 
implement, with essential on- 


board vehicle technology 
representing the biggest cost.” 
it says. 


Nevertheless, the headline 
news tells you how well he 


successful kept everyone 
happy — particularly the bus 
industry. Full-scale —re- 


regulation is rejected - meaning 
a degree of regulation within a 
strict framework. There is no 
change to the current tests for 
the implementation of Quality 
Contracts and Quality 
Partnerships are endorsed as 
the way forward — though 
local authorities are 
encouraged to look at Quality 
Contracts as part of an overall 


reduce congestion. 

On the one hand we have 
the Confederation of Passenger 
Transport welcoming Mr 
Darling’s announcement with 
open arms, while at the same 
time a PTEG press release 
hailed the strategy as a 
‘Breakthrough on the buses’. 

Kieran Preston, Chair of 
PTEG, said: “We are delighted 
that the Government plans to 
give city region transport 
authorities stronger powers 
over bus and rail. This will help 
us to deliver the integrated 
public transport networks that 
our passengers want, and 
which equivalent European 
cities take for granted. 

“We remain convinced that 
our tram and light rail 
proposals are vital to the future 
prosperity and development of 
Britain’s core cities. We are 
steadfast in our determination 


package of measures which that these schemes should go- 


ahead. 

“Complex forms of PFI have 
inflated the cost of light rail 
schemes and we are working 
with the Government to find 
more cost effective ways of 
procuring and financing tram 
schemes. 

“We remain concerned 
about the level of funding 
available for public transport in 
the regions. Congestion 
charging has the potential to 
raise additional funding in the 
future, but our city regions 
need better public transport 
now.” 

The view that the city 
regions welcome the extra 
powers is endorsed by 
NEXUS, the Tyne and Wear 
Passenger Transport Executive. 


Mike Parker, Director 
General of Nexus, said: “We 
welcome The Future of 


Transport White Paper which in 


top stories 


IN A SURPRISE move, Travel West Midlands (TWM) has 
slashed fares on a Birmingham route by around 50% to 
boost patronage and establish exactly how price-sensitive 
the Birmingham market is............ssscsssssesssseceseeees 


particular details a major brings to public transport. ongoing uncertainty regarding 


change in bus policy and means 
local PTEs can better influence 
the local bus network.” 
Meanwhile, it is safe to say 
that the Transport Secretary is 
not everybody’s Darling. The 
Government will not be giving 
the go ahead for light rail 
schemes in Leeds and South 
Hampshire, nor for extensions 
to Manchester’s Metrolink. 
This is despite the National 
Audit Office’s recent light rail 
report, which was positive 
about the improvement in 
quality and choice that light rail 


Manchester City Council, 
for one, was particularly angry, 
demanding his resignation 
following the axing of three 
new proposed Metrolink 
routes. Yet, he kept Londoner’s 
sweet by allowing the mega- 
expensive Crossrail project to 
go ahead. 

Then there’s the small issue 
of fuel duty. In a separate 
statement the Treasury confirmed 
that the Government will not 
impose the planned increase of 
two pence per litre scheduled 
for | September. Clearly the 


the rising price of crude and its 
likely ramifications for the UK 
economy, pressed the need for 
an early decision. 

This stroke of political 
pragmatism has avoided the 
threatened disruption to the 
supply chain — the last thing that 
the coach and bus industry 
needed at a crucial time of the 
year. 

This decision is just one 
more example of the political 
balancing acts that lie behind 
last week’s announcements. 


FARGO Coachlines of Braintree hopes to explore new 
markets with a 12.2m Irizar PB-bodied Scania K!124EB 
with a luxury specification modelled on Wallace Arnold’s 
Grand Tourer and Leger’s Silver Service............... 


A FUTURISTIC hybrid electric bus is to go on trial across 
the UK from next month as part of a bid by Stagecoach 
to encourage local authorities to consider introducing the 
environmentally-friendly vehicle in their areas ...... 


‘So this is what you mean by airline-style quality’ 


routeOne Comment 


TRAVEL WEST Midlands (TWM) has taken delivery of |! 
Scania OmniCity articulated buses for route 67 between 


As Mr Darling tip-toed through the political 
minefield, the controversial issue of congestion 
charging galvanized the daily press into a 
predictable frenzy as a vision of motoring in 
2030 conjured up vehicles equipped with 
metering devices that automatically deducted 
money from bank accounts with every mile 
travelled. The Freight Transport Association 
(FTA) joined the band wagon, exasperated that 
Mr Darling provided no relief in the short term 
from the relentless congestion on UK roads. 
“The report is strong on the legacy of the past 
but offers nothing but aspirations on how we 
will progress from the congested roads of today, 
to demand management through road pricing - 
still more than |5 years away,” said the FTA. 
Whether it is coach operators faced with 
unpredictable delays on motorways, or bus 


there will still be jams tomorrow. 

The Secretary of State has re-stated all the 
known problems, but has failed to say when 
solutions will be provided. The introduction of 
road pricing for all is inevitable. But with an 
introduction date of almost a generation away, 
it does nothing to ease congestion today, tomor- 
row or even next year for the beleaguered 
coach and bus operator trying to keep to sched- 
ule and within the Driver’s Hours Regs. 

We welcome blue sky thinking, but without 
road user charging it leaves the industry stand- 
ing in the rain for too long. 

We welcome the commitment to the bus 
industry in particular as a cost-effective solution. 
We welcome the commitment to partnerships 
as the way forward. We welcome the commit- 
ment on BSOG, but urge that it is extended to 


Castle Vale and Birmingham City Centre................ 


RESPONDING to press reports that the Irish Government 


is planning a U-turn on CIE Privatisation, Transport 
Minister Seamus Brennan says: “There has been no change 
in the government’s policy in seeking to liberalise the bus 
markets and opening markets in the country. If we don’t 
do it, the European Union will get around to doing it.” 


operators fighting against the ever present coaches. 

threat of gridlock, here lies the strongest criti- However, we remember John Prescot’s |0- 
cism of the Strategy document. There is noth- year plan — the plan that time forgot. 

ing to provide fast or effective relief from Without targets or a clear plan for delivery, 
congestion. The best the White Paper can offer this transport White Paper may ultimately be 
is yet more deliberation and resignation that a disappointment to the industry. 
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TWM flat fare pilot 


Tom Black 


IN A SURPRISE move, 
Travel West Midlands 
(TWM) has slashed fares on 
a Birmingham route by 
around 50% to _ boost 
patronage and establish 
exactly how price-sensitive 
the Birmingham market is. 
In stark contrast to other 
companies’ schemes, where 
route re-launches involve new 
vehicles, revised frequencies, 
high profile branding and 
marketing, TWM is keeping 
the existing route, frequencies 
and 14-year-old Leyland Lynx 
vehicles unchanged (although 
the Lynxes were refurbished 
some time ago). The only thing 
it has changed is the fares. 
TWM launched its ‘Saver 
Bus’ on service 26 on Monday. 
It replaced a range of fares — up 
to £1.30 adult and 65p child at 


Prototype 


2004 IS A momentous 
year for the Routemaster; 
it’s been at the heart of a 
controversy as to 
whether TfL has been 
right to dispose of it, with 
vociferous protest groups 


convinced of its 
immortality, their case 
fuelled by, let’s say, 
‘unfortunate events’ 
involving artics earlier in 
the year. 


And it’s also the 50th 
anniversary of the first one 
going into service. 

The anniversary was 
marked to be a huge event 
involving more than 100 
Routemasters at Finsbury 
Park last weekend, and one 
of the stars of that show was 
this particular Routemaster. 

It’s RML3, one of the four 
prototypes, and unlike the 
RMLs running today its ‘L 
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Route 26 was re-launched by newly-elected Labour 


MP Liam Byrne and Brian Jackson CEO of TWM 


peak times - with a flat fare of 
60p adult and 30p child. 

At the launch, Travel West 
Midlands Chief Executive 
Officer Brian Jackson told the 
press and invited guests: “It is 
an opportunity for TWM to 
asses the impact that a fare 
change philosophy has on the 


rides again 
stands for Leyland, not Long. 
Although quite a few 
Routemasters were to have 
Leyland engines, only two, 
both prototypes, were 
actually built on Leyland 
running units, and its body 
structure uniquely was by 
Weymann. 

All four prototypes still 
exist, and during the 
prototype phase there was a 
lot of time and effort put into 
frontal styling. Designer 
Derek Scott considered the 
final design arrived at was a 
compromise, but the 
prototypes’ brakes tended 
to overheat and the cutaway 
style front helped to solve 
that — problem. Driver 
visibility of the front nearside 
corner was another issue. All 
four prototypes received the 
production front ends, 
RML3 after a frontal collision 


Joint united front at WMPTA 


Conservative and Labour 
councillors have reached an 
agreement on joint control 
of public transport policy in 
the West Midlands. 

The two major parties on 
the _region’s _—‘ Passenger 
Transport Authority (WMPTA) 
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will share the positions of chair 
and vice-chair on the authority 
and its key committees. 

Cllr Gary Clarke 
(Conservative, Walsall- 
Streetly) was elected chairman 
of the PTA and Cllr Paul Allen 
(Labour, | Wolverhampton- 


approach to bus travel in the 
county. The flat fare is simple 
to understand and excellent 
value. 

“It is a pilot project and we 
shall follow its progress very 
closely. We want to see how 
Brummies react to flat fares 
and if this approach increases 


passenger numbers to satisfy 
Government targets. 

“We want to see if the 
initiative can bring a fading 
route back to life even though 
traditional employment in 
manufacturing along the route 
is in decline.” 

The Bromford Bridge- 
Duddeston-Alum Rock-City 
Centre route — remains 
otherwise unchanged and was 
chosen because there are no 
other similar routes or 
competing operators, thus 
giving a ‘clean’ result. The pilot 
scheme will run indefinitely and 
the existing buses have new 
‘Saver Bus’ branding with a 
yellow bodyside band. 

The route, especially at the 
Bromford Bridge end, was 
characterised by heavy 
industry such as a British Steel 
pipeworks, but is now more a 
mix of retail and business parks 
employing fewer people. 


Old front for new on RML3 


in 1960. RML3 is now at the 
Cobham Bus Museum, and 
the Museum’s Andy Baxter 
has led a two and a half year 
project to restore RML3 to 
its original appearance. All 
the drawings for the 
prototypes’ front ends have 
been destroyed, so he had to 


Bushberry North) chosen as 
vice-chair. 

They described the arrange- 
ment as ‘continuing to do busi- 
ness as usual’ as they said 
members from different par- 
ties had built up good working 
relationships over a number of 
years. 

WMPTA is made up of 27 


work from photographs, 
painstakingly making up 
patterns for each part and 
having them fabricated. The 
result was worth the effort, 
and those of us who never 
saw the originals now know 
what at least one of them 
looked like originally. 


councillors nominated by the 
seven city and metropolitan 
borough councils. 

Following the local 
elections in June, the balance of 
power is |3 Conservative 
councillors, |2 Labour and two 
Liberal Democrats. “Transport 
should not be a political foot- 
ball,” said Cllr Clarke. 


Fargo unveils Leisure Liner 


FARGO Coachlines of 
Braintree hopes’ to 
explore new markets 
with a 12.2m Irizar PB- 
bodied Scania KI24EB 
with its Leisure Liner 
specification modelled on 
Wallace Arnold’s Grand 
Tourer and Leger’s Silver 
Service. 

Proprietor Leslie Smith 
told route that the air- 
conditioned coach is a 36- 
seater with five-seat rear 
lounge configured around a 
table. The main seats are 
half leather for both 
practicality and comfort in all 


e r 
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temperatures. 

As well as a centre sunken 
toilet with a continental 
door and a centre mounted 
AD drinks dispenser, the PB 
features a _ radio/cassette 
system with individual seat 
headphone points, two 
video monitors and a fridge. 

Branded the Fargo 
Leisure Liner, the exterior 
presentation is finished off 
with Alcoa polished wheels. 

Mr Smith has been in the 
PSV industry for 27 years 
and Fargo has been trading 
for 22 of those. 

It operates 38 vehicles on 
a range of work and has 
bought Scanias for 10 years. 
The Leisure Liner is the 
company’s fourth new 
Scania coach this year with 


: Bias be ner 
two Centurys and a PB 
already joining the fleet. 

The specification in the 
36-seater was prompted 
following discussions with a 
small quality tour operator 
that Fargo regularly works 
for although Mr Smith is 
optimistic that the coach will 
develop new business for 
the company. “It’s good PR 
for, sus; he ‘said; “ait's 
superb.” 

Delivered just two weeks 
ago, the Scania has already 
been away on tour and 
undertaken a private hire to 
Ascot races. Should market 
conditions dictate, fittings 
such as cabinets can be 
easily removed and the 
vehicle reconfigured as a 46- 
seater. 


Industry’s biggest indefinite strike continues 


THE INDUSTRY’S largest 
indefinite strike for more 
than a decade - with 
1,500 drivers on strike in 
First South Yorkshire - 
was continuing into its 
eighth day as routeONE 
went to press on Tuesday. 

The strike by Transport 
and General Workers Union 
(T&G) members over pay, 
started last Tuesday 
(routeONE, News, 22 July) 
and means there are virtually 
no services from depots in 
Doncaster, Sheffield and 
Rotherham. 

Plans by First to bring in 


external drivers were 
dropped after the T&G 
warned that it would inflame 
the dispute. Instead, 
managers have been driving 
on a “handful” of services, 
agreed with the union. One 
is the recently-launched Al 
Sheffield-Rotherham shuttle 
— a contracted service 
(routeONE, News, 24 June), 
along with dial-a-bus services 
in all three areas. 

Talks on Monday failed to 
resolve the situation. First 
made a_ revised offer 
including a 30p per hour 
increase backdated to April 


2004, an issue which was 
seen to be the main 
stumbling block to gaining 
acceptance, but the local 
T&G committee decided not 
to ballot drivers. First offered 
to fund a postal ballot, which 
but this was rejected. 

T&G spokesman Andrew 
Dodgson told routeONE that 
the offer was rejected as it 
was a _ two-year deal, 
whereas the drivers are 
looking for a one-year deal. 
The dispute is not helped by 
a settlement last month in 
nearby First Bradford, which 
Mr Dodgson says has a much 


better hourly rate and 
progression structure than 


that on offer in South 
Yorkshire. 

First West Yorkshire 
Commercial Director 


Brandon Jones told routeONE 
that its prime objective now 
is to communicate its offer to 
the drivers. “We need to tell 
them exactly what it is all 
about,” he said. “We're keen 
for drivers to be able to 
consider our offer.” 

Mr Jones says that the 
Bradford deal is not 
comparable as it is a package, 
including holidays, sick pay 


and other terms. “It’s not 
possible to compare hourly 
rates on a like-for-like basis.” 

He also rejected 
suggestions made by the 
T&G that the 30p per hour 
offer backdated to April is to 
be paid for by not paying for 
the first day of sick leave. 

“Clearly, with this many 
drivers, there’s no way that 
the sick-pay changes would 
cover the backdated 
increase. We offered the 
backdated increase because 
that’s what the union said its 
members wanted,” said Mr 
Jones. 
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Stagecoach to show 
3) hybrid across the UK 


Tom Black 


FUTURISTIC hybrid 

electric bus is to go 

on trial across the 
UK from next month as part 
of a bid by Stagecoach to 
encourage local authorities 
to consider introducing the 
environmentally-friendly 
vehicle in their areas. 

The state-of-the-art Design- 
line-manufactured vehicle, 
which has been successfully 
operated by Stagecoach in 
Wellington, New Zealand, will 
be showcased in Carlisle and 
the Lake District from 9 
August. 

After a two-week test the 
bus, which runs emission-free 
in densely-populated areas, will 
be demonstrated from 25 
August in Coventry and Leam- 
ington. 

It will then spend a fortnight 
in Oxford from |3 September, 
before moving to Winchester 
for two weeks from 27 
September. 

Regenerative braking tech- 
nology means batteries on the 
bus are charged when the 
brakes are applied, and a diesel 
turbine charges the batteries on 


Designline hybrid is to tour the country to demonstrate its potential 


the vehicle. Fitted with 30 seats 
and space for 30 standees, it has 
had slight modifications for UK 
use. Further trial areas and 
dates are expected to be added 
to the showcase tour later in 
the year. 

The bus is to be introduced 
in Newcastle after Stagecoach 
North East was selected as 
preferred bidder to run the 
vehicle on a premier service in 


the city. Passenger Transport 
Executive Nexus and the coun- 
cils in Newcastle and 
Gateshead plan to runa service 
connecting Newcastle City 
Centre, the Quayside and new 
developments on the 
Gateshead side of the River 
Tyne. 

Nine of the £200,000 vehi- 
cles are expected to operate on 
the route, with the service 


planned to start in spring/ 
summer next year. 

Wrightbus’ Electrocity hybrid 
has spent the last few months 
on trial with First companies in 
York and Bath and most 
recently worked in Swansea. 
First Cymru Managing Director 
Justin Davies told local media 
that the hybrids “may be on the 
streets in Swansea full-time 
from 2006 or 2007.” 


GMPTE ‘withholding payments’ claim 


ALOCAL bus service contrac- 
tor working for Greater 
Manchester PTE (GMPTE) 
has claimed to route that 
the authority is withholding 
up to 10% of payments to 
operators because they have 
been unable to supply the 
right data showing that the 
required route mileage has 
been worked. 


Six-figure 
EDINBURGH could benefit 
froma share of an £18 million 
Scottish Executive fund to 
boost the quality of bus 
services over three-years, 
announced last month, if it 
wins a bid for funding. 
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Responding to the claim, 
GMPTE supplied a statement 
that said: “The onus has always 
been on bus operators to 
provide data which shows that 
tendered journeys have run. 
Since April this year, GMPTE 
has been enforcing this policy 
more stringently in order to 
make sure that services are 
running, public money is being 


bid to boost Scottish 


Edinburgh City Council has 
refused to say exactly how 
much funding it hopes to 
obtain but confirms it is a 
“six-figure sum.” 

It will be mainly be used to 
improve frequencies on 


spent correctly and passengers 
are getting value for money. 
Operators were given notice of 
this enforcement in October of 
last year. 

“We have been meeting 
regularly with local bus opera- 
tors to iron out any potential 
difficulties in administering the 
system and make sure that it 
works as efficiently as possible. 


several routes in an attempt 
to convince motorists to 
abandon their cars and ease 
congestion. 

The council has outlined a 
series of proposals developed 
in partnership with Lothian 


These meetings have been 
positive and constructive and 
have enabled us to reach agree- 
ment with bus operators on the 
terms of the monitoring 
scheme. 

“GMPTE is continuing to 
co-operate fully with the oper- 
ators to assist them in provid- 
ing the relevant information,” 
the statement concluded. 


services 


Buses and First that include a 
new express service to South 
Queensferry, plus service 
improvements for Edinburgh 
Airport, Edinburgh Park, 
Wester Hailes, the new Royal 
Infirmary and Penicuik. 
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Nottingham CCTV 
EVERY BUS in Nottingham 
is to be fitted with CCTV 
cameras by 2008. More than 
80 vehicles already have 
CCTV and two successful 
prosecutions have been 
made based on CCTV 
evidence. Last Friday, a 
pioneering initiative was 
launched to highlight the 
problem of vandalism on 
public transport. 


Volunteers sought 
JERSEY people have been 
asked to volunteer to be on 
a committee of inquiry into 
the island's bus service. 
Three members stood 
down following controversy 
over whether they should be 
paid when Deputy Roy le 
Herissier claimed it should 
be a_ voluntary job 
(routeONE, News, 8 July). 
The States agreed with 
Deputy le Herissier, leaving 
the posts unfilled. 


Vandals lose route 
THE FINAL late-night bus 
between Cambridge and St 
Ives, suspended in June after 
passengers seriously damaged 
a double-decker, is being 
reinstated. Huntingdon and 
District is resuming the 
service but it no longer goes 
to Bar Hill and is also re- 
routed in Willingham. 


Newark demolition 
MORE THAN four acres in 
Newark town centre, 
known as the Potterdyke 
area, is to be redeveloped, 
including a new bus station. 
The area will be demolished 
and rebuilt with a new 
supermarket, bus station 
and car park. 


New use for depot 
A FORMER bus depot on 
Rutland Street, Leicester, 
was opened as a Creative 
Business Centre on Monday, 
with 50 small units for 
companies. 


Go North East plan 
GO NORTH EAST is 
revising services in the west 
of Gateshead and parts of 
Derwentside from 21 
August with increased 
frequencies and _ revised 
routes. 


TWM upgrades with OmniCity artics 


Andy Izatt 


RAVEL WEST Midlands 

(TWM) _has_ taken 

delivery of || Scania 
OmniCity articulated buses 
for route 67 between Castle 
Vale and Birmingham City 
Centre. 

They will be the first of their 
type to enter local service in 
the UK. So far the only others 
are 10 bought by Menzies 
Aviation for the Heathrow 


Terminal 5 construction site 
contract. The TWM vehicles 
have been bought as part of the 
company’s commitment to a 
planned statutory quality bus 
partnership that it hopes to sign 
shortly with Centro and 
Birmingham City Council. 
TWM _— spokesman Phil 
Bateman told route that 
the OmniCitys replace a fleet 
of | | Mercedes-Benz O.405NGs 
artics introduced in 1999 and 
will bring new levels of quality 


BITL speculation 


continues to grow 


SPECULATION continues 
that Volvo Bus might be 
prepared to offer the 1|2- 
metre tri-axle double 
decker B9TL within the 
UK market. 

There has also been 
suggestions of a possible 
BI2BLE that might feature 
the rear module of an in-line 
|2-litre-engined B|2B coupled 
with a low floor front module 
offering a possible accessible 
coach option. 

Acknowledging the modular 
nature of the manufacturer’s 
products, Volvo Bus’s Adrian 
Wickens would not be drawn 
in anyway on the suggestions. 
“We are not expecting to 
make any major announcements 
for the rest of the year,” he 
told route . “The B7TL is 
Volvo's double decker option 
on two axles. We are always 


looking at a number of ways 
of moving forward. Some get 
into metal, while others 
won't.” Mr Wickens added 
that Volvo has made no 
secret of its investment 
programme in Euro 4 engine 
development. 

The B9ITL was originally 
developed for the Far East 
utilising a transverse nine- 
litre engine, ZF gearbox, 
revised axles and electrics. 
The first with Australian 
Volgren bodywork has been 
under evaluation ~— with 
Kowloon Motor Bus (KMB) 
since July last year. 

Wrightbus, currently 
completing an order for a 
further 50 units on the BIOTL 
Super Olympian for KMB, has 
a B9TL underframe that is 
being bodied for the Hong 
Kong operator. 


to the route. “The original 
artics have been well liked,” 
says Mr Bateman. “They 
generated growth, but we 
needed to upgrade the vehicles 
as part of the partnership. We 
are ready to go and looking 
forward to putting them into 
service.” The OmniCitys have 
a seating capacity of 58 with 
room for 94 standees and the 
saloon includes CCTV and a 
flat-screen advertising system. 
The buses are based on 


CN94UB underframes with 
power coming from DC902 
260bhp 
driving through ZF 
automatic 
gearboxes. 

The displaced 
O.405NGs _ along 
with a Citaro G will 
move to Coventry where 
nine Citaro G artics were 
introduced last year to service 
17/27 between the railway 
station and Walsgrave Hospital. 


Thelwall three-year closure 


THE NORTHBOUND M6 
Thelwall Viaduct, Cheshire, 
is to remain closed for 
another year until spring 
2005 while a £52 million 
repair is carried out. 

It was partially closed in July 
2002 when a_ routine 
inspection discovered that one 
of the main bearings had failed. 
Initially it was hoped that 
repairs could be carried out 
quickly, but an extensive study 
revealed that all 148 bearings 


needed to be replaced. The 
mile-long viaduct, opened in 
1963, was refurbished in 1996. 
Southbound traffic uses a new 
viaduct opened eight years 
ago. Currently all traffic is 
squeezed onto six narrow 
lanes on the new viaduct. 
When the problem was 
discovered the northbound 
viaduct was partially closed, 
with only one lane remaining 
open to maintain an exit to 
Warrington at Jct 21. 


Nightingale Coaches to close 


NIGHTINGALE Coaches of 
Maidenhead is expected to 
close at the end of the 
month. The move was 
confirmed by a company 
representative although 
Managing Director Chris 
Duckett was not available 
for comment when 
route contacted the 
company. 

Nightingale is a_ family 
owned business that can trace 
its origins back to Jim Barratt 


Coaches in the early 1960s. It 
has an O-licence for 18 
vehicles and as well as 
operating private hire and 
contract work with a fleet 
ranging from eight to 66 seats, 
it ran four local services in 
Slough and Maidenhead since 
1986. 

First Berkshire is to take 
over the routes from 31 July 
and some of the fleet is already 
being advertised for sale 
through Ventura. 


Volvo delivers its first UK 14.75m deckers 


CARDIFF-BASED Ferris 
Holidays has taken delivery 
of the first two 14.75m 
Volvo BI2B double-deck 
coaches in the UK. 

At 14.75m overall length, 
including ski-boxes, the Berk- 
hof B| 2Bs have a capacity of 83 
reclining seats, full air-condi- 
tioning, toilet, TV/video, CD, 
DVD player and drinks facilities. 
They are powered by Volvo 
DH12D 420bhp engines with I- 
Shift gearboxes. 

The company = which 
specialises in long-distance 
continental touring holidays. It 
has appeared in the BBC Wales 
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documentary ‘The Buses’, and 
the new coaches will feature, 
taking holidaymakers to resorts 
in south France and Spain when 
‘The Buses’ returns in the 
autumn. 

“Our |8-strong fleet is 
mainly Volvo and this is due to 
the high standard of vehicle 
performance and comfort, as 
well as their proven reliability,” 
says Managing Director, Jason 
Ferris, which is no stranger to 
double-deck coaches. 

He cites Volvo’s back-up as 
an essential factor as Ferris’ 
vehicles clock up many miles 
touring Europe each year. 


The 14.75m BI2B Berkhof coaches also have a ski-box 


engines —— 


OmniCity artics replace 
Mercedes-Benz artics on route 67 


SOUTHDOWN _sTilling 
Stevens petrol electric IB 
552 headed a small fleet if 
of preserved buses, includ- 
ing a Bristol VR in tradi- 
tional livery, through 
Worthing at the weekend 
to mark the 100th anniver- 


Everyone's favourite number “he 


ARRIVA plc is now the 
major bus operator in 
Denmark following the 
acquisition of Wulff Bus 
A/S. 

Arriva entered the Danish 
market in 1997 and now has 
around a third of the national 
market and a 40% share in 
the Copenhagen area. 

It also operates two 
passenger rail franchises in 
Jutland, where Wulff’s major 
activity is the operation of 


Worthing heritage remembered 


sary of motor bus travel in 
the town. 

Guests who travelled on 
the Tilling included the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Worthing, 
Andrew Dyer (MD Stage- 
coach in the South Downs), 
Traffic Commissioner Chris 


8 EAST WORTHING 


& TARRING. 


Volvo issues Henlys warning 


ANNOUNCING much 
improved results for the six 
months to 30 June, Volvo 
has issued a warning that it 
could lose its entire invest- 
ment in troubled UK-based 
bus manufacturer Henlys 
Group. 

Due to continuing uncer- 
tainty about the future of 
Henlys — which is beset by 
problems at US bus maker 
Bluebird — Volvo has written off 
£284m; its 9.9% shareholding 
in the company, which it 
bought in 1998/9. Henlys is 
being financially restructured, 
but Volvo, which is a principal 
creditor, now says that there is 
arisk that Henlys will be unable 
to repay a£130.2m debenture 
loan and £6.5m interest, affect- 
ing its 2004 results. 


Volvo says that 2nd quarter 
of 2004 saw growth in all areas, 
with sales up 21%; trucks 
account for 65% of Volvo's 
business. During the period 
Volvo completed the sale of all 
its shares in Scania, to comply 
with an EC order. 

Bus sales — which account 
for just 7% of Volvo's business 
— also increased and saw the 
division deliver a £3.2 million 
profit, compared with a 
£12.3m loss in 2003. The Euro- 
pean bus market (mainly west- 
ern Europe) accounts for two- 
thirds of its bus division 
turnover. It sold 2,179 
buses/chassis, of which 898 
were in Western Europe. It is 
also riding high on an order for 
486 chassis for First (routeONE, 
News, | July). 


Heaps and his wife Ann, and 
Tex Pemberton (Head of 
West Sussex County Council 
Transport Committee). 

The cavalcade ran to the 
original terminus at the 
Thomas a Becket pub in 
Tarring. 


city and bus 
services. 

Wulff has around 600 
employees and a fleet of 300 
vehicles. 

Bob Davies, Arriva’s Chief 
Executive, told route 
“Wulff’s bus operations in 
Jutland and Copenhagen 
have a strong geographic fit 
with our existing business. In 
Jutland we will be able to 
focus on developing greater 
integration of public 


regional 


transport.” 

Arriva stands out among 
the UK bus groups as being 
successful in its expansion 
into mainland Europe. 

It has public transport 
operations in eight European 
Union countries — the United 
Kingdom, where it has over 
6,000 buses and two rail 
franchises, Denmark, 
Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Portugal, Spain 
and Sweden. 


Bus driver faces eye surgery 


CARLISLE bus_ driver 
Desmond Ferguson is 
waiting to see an eye 
specialist and faces laser 
treatment following the 
incident on the tendered 
219 Cockermouth-Cleator 
Moor service. 

Four teenagers threw 
eggs at him when he stopped 
to pick them up at 
Eaglesfield around 2330hrs. 


Egg shell in his eye has 
damaged the tissue. 

Wigton coach firm Reay’s 
says it will reconsider the 
future of the rural service if 
there is further trouble. 

The incident comes less 


than six months after 
teenage yobs __ forced 
Stagecoach to stop its 


popular |0p school holiday 
fare offer for kids. 


‘Inconsiderate drivers’ action 


STAGECOACH in 
Warwickshire Managing 
Director James Freeman 
has spoken out about car 
drivers who park in bus 
stops, as part of a 
campaign to encourage 
motorists to be more 
considerate. 

He says: “People always 
think that stopping for only a 


First goes Overground in 


HAVING just introduced 
its Overground network 
concept to Worcester 
(routeONE, News, I July) First 
has launched a_ high 
frequency network in north 
Greater Manchester. 

Overground has Monday- 
Saturday daytime frequencies of 
10 minutes or less. The routes 
will be progressively rolled out 
and four routes were launched 
on 19 July: 82 Waterhead- 
Oldham-Manchester; 83 Sholver- 
Oldham-Manchester; 409Ashton- 
Oldham-Rochdale and the 501 
Farnworth-Bolton General 
Hospital-Bolton-Moss Bank 
Way. 

As part of the introduction 
buses will be colour coded to 
match the Manchester Over- 
ground map, and then dedicated 


to that route. Prior to roll-out 
every Overground route will be 
fully audited, taking account of 
customer and driver comments. 
Overground routes will also 
benefit from First’s £34 million 
investment in 280 new buses for 
Greater Manchester. 

To promote Overground 
during the roll-out, a number of 


couple of minutes makes no 
difference. But if it’s when 
the bus comes, it might as 
well be for a couple of 
hours.” 

He says passengers are 
having trouble getting onto 
low-floor vehicles safely and 
drivers are often unable to 
pull into lay-bys, also delaying 
other traffic. 


Manchester 


buses at each depot display the 
Overground map on the vehicle 
side ona 3m x 2.5m decal. Inter- 
nally there will also be improved 
route information displayed in 
new ‘super size’ coving cards. 
These show all amenities and 
attractions along the route, in 
addition to the normal service 
stops. 


— z 


External decals get the Overground “message across — 
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Irish U-turn denied 


Andy Izatt 


ESPONDING to 

press reports that 

the Irish Govern- 
ment is planning a U-turn 
on CIE Privatisation, Trans- 
port Minister Seamus Bren- 
nan says: “There has been 
no change in the govern- 
ment’s policy in seeking to 
liberalise the bus markets 
and opening markets in the 
country. If we don’t do it, 
the European Union will get 
around to doing it.” 

Mr Brennan’s comments 
were made following five days 
of discussions with trade union 
representatives who had 
threatened, but since with- 
drawn, calls for six days of 
strike action over apparent 
plans to privatise Dublin Bus. 

Chairman of the talks, Kevin 
Foley of the Labour Relations 
Commission had presented 
proposals to both sides that 
would “go some distance to 
meet the objectives of the 
government to open the 
market to new entrants, new 


companies, and the objectives 
of the unions, which are legiti- 
mate to fully protect as best 
they can Dublin Bus and its 


position.” 
The minister remains 
committed to creating a 


genuine market opening to 
new entrants, “so that the 
public have choice and we can 
have anumber of companies in 
the bus market in Ireland. 

“The most efficient way to 
do that is not naked open 
market deregulation, but a 
form of competition called 
franchising.” 

Asked whether franchising 
would only apply to new routes 
or services, he explained: “The 
devil is in the detail. We are 
getting down to talking about 
what is the size of their market. 
Are we measuring in kilome- 
tres, are we measuring in bus 
routes or are we measuring in 
the number of buses and that is 
the kind of detail that we are 
now talking about.” 

Mr Brennan cited inter-city 
routes to Galway and Cork as 
examples of successful compe- 


tition. “CIE buses do a really 
good job, but so do the other 
buses and people have a 
choice. Fares have come down 
and CIE makes good money. 

“My responsibility is to make 
sure that we have transport not 
that it comes to a stop,” says 
Mr Brennan “Both sides have 
held their positions, mine of 
genuine market opening and 
the unions of protecting exist- 
ing players in the market, and 
an independent chairman has 
said there is something to talk 
about in between those two 
positions.” 

John O'Sullivan, Managing 


Director of Aircoach and one 
of the companies that is 
expected to benefit from a 
liberalisation of the market, 
told route : “We have no 
reason to believe that the 
government is less serious 
about the introduction of 
competition.” 

Aircoach, which has been 
majority owned by First since 
last November (routel()iNvit, 
News, |3 November), intro- 
duced a new seven-day a week 
express inter-urban service 
using Setra coaches linking 
Dublin Airport and Portlaoise 
from 10 July. 


—s 


Galway routes are examples of ‘successful competition’ 


Alexander orders in the bag 


ALEXANDER Dennis will shortly be in 
a position to announce “very significant 
business wins” company spokesman 
Bill Simpson told route this week. 
“The company is in good shape and we 
have had a lot of constructive discussions 
with customers,” he observed, adding that 
Chief Executive Jim Hastie has recently 
returned from talks in Hong Kong and Singa- 


pore. The company has also received a 
delegation from Nevada where 30 
Enviro500s have been ordered for opera- 
tion in Las Vegas. 

Alexander Dennis hopes to make an 
announcement on its structure and key 
appointments in the near future as well. 

“We have a clear direction on where we 
take this business,” said Mr Simpson. 


Thousands more 99 passengers 


ARRIVA Midlands says that 2,300 
more passengers have travelled on 
route 99 between Loughborough and 
Nottingham in June this year 
compared to the same period last 
year after the price of a single ticket 
was cut to 99p (route , News, 10 
June). 

The offer continues to be available off- 


peak Monday to Friday and all day Satur- 
day until 28 August. 

Communications and Publicity 
Manager for the company, Keith Myatt 
says: “Taking the bus takes away the 
hassle of finding a parking space and with 
this offer, will save money too. People are 
prepared to transfer their journey from 
car to bus.” 


Educational Liberty Bus Tour 


BRETT Landscaping, manufacturers 
of bus stop kerbing, held a Liberty Bus 
Tour in Richmond, London on 29 June. 
The event aimed to give an educational 
and practical insight into designing bus 
stops in order to provide access to all. 
Consultant Andrew Braddock gave a 
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presentation highlighting dos and don'ts 
including the use of specialist kerb 
systems. Tour participants were given the 
opportunity to experience some of the 
challenges facing passengers on a daily 
basis and the benefits of accessibly 
designed bus stops. 


More from CCC 


CAMBRIDGE Coach Conver- 
sions (CCC), established recently 
by Ayats GB Ltd Managing Direc- 
tor Dave Collier and based at 
Bluntisham in Cambridgeshire, 
has expanded into offering oper- 
ators a quick turnaround seat 
retrim and accident repair serv- 
ice. Stock availability includes 
Vogel, Kiel and Estaban units. 
CCC was set up to supply 
specialist band bus conversions to 
sister company, ABC Nightliners. 
Services already on offer include 
panel beating and paint spraying 
to full vehicle conversions. All 
sizes of bus and coach can be 
accommodated. 


M5 congestion 


Coach journey times to the South 
West should improve as holiday 
traffic is being encouraged to 
avoid peak travel times and slow- 
moving vehicles are being urged 
to avoid overtaking on hills. 
These moves, which affect 
Nash Hill immediately south of 
the Avonmouth Bridge, are an 
attempt by the Highways Agency 
to avoid Summer traffic hold-ups. 


Lothian Volvos arrive and Scania tested 


LOTHIAN Buses continues with 
its on-going investment in new 
vehicles and is putting a Scania 
double decker through its paces 
prior to deciding what vehicles 
to order. 

Earlier this year the Edinburgh- 


Omnidekka on long-term loan for 
comparison trials on route 37/37A 


Guided Busway. 
Meanwhile Lothian has a 90-seat 
East Lancs-bodied 


Scania against Tridents and Volvo B7TLs. 


based municipally-owned bus 
company took delivery of 45 
TransBus Dennis Tridents with 
TransBus President bodies 
(routeQNE, Feature, 3 June). 


Now it is mid-way through taking 
delivery of 30 Volvo B7RLEs with 
Wrightbus Eclipse Urban bodywork. 
Five of these vehicles are brandied 
for Night Buses, while the others 
promote route 22/N22. 

All replace TransBus Super 
Pointer Darts and are fitted with 
guide wheels for use on the 


Scania demonstrator is 
West 


on long term loan 


IF YOU THINK giving the 
Traffic Commissioners 56 
days’ notice to run a new 
bus service is a pain, just 
think what it was like at the 
end of the 19th century. 
The Victorians were 
noted entrepreneurs, but 
getting local public transport 
started was enough to kill 


anyone’s entrepreneurial 
spirit, writes Stephen 
Morris. 


Take Maidstone. Plans for 
a seven-line horse tramway 
were mooted in 1880, and a 
Bill was lodged in Parliament 
but withdrawn in the face of 
opposition. There were no 
more proposals for the next 
20 years and eventually the 
local council was able to get 
a bill passed to enable it to 
run one tram line. They 
wanted to go to the Bull at 
Barming, but the thought of 
the council running trams 
across its own boundary was 
anathema and the route had 
to terminate a pub early, at 
the Fountain Inn, rather than 
gallop recklessly across the 
boundary. Just think how 
many trams might have been 
derailed as they bounced 
over that line on the map. 
The Bill was presented in 
May 1902 and passed in 
December 1903 — and we 
moan about 56 days. 

So the trams began to roll 


forthcoming 


on 14 July 1904, and to 
mark the event Maidstone’s 
traffic was brought to a 
standstill on 14 July 2004 by 
a magnificent cavalcade of 
old and not so old buses 
running the original route. 
Leading the parade was a 
wonderfully restored 
trolleybus, a 1947 Northern 
Coachbuilders-bodied 

Sunbeam W4, which had 


s —— = 


Edinburgh 


been Maidstone’s last 
trolleybus in 1967 and had 
been brought from the 
Trolleybus Museum at 
Sandtoft, between Doncaster 
and Scunthorpe, for the 
occasion. In front was a 
splendid new Volvo FHI6 
tow truck, because the 
trolleybus couldn't do much 
on its own. 

The Maidstone Borough 


B7RLEs are three of 30 currently being delivered 


Council, as its wonderfully 
pedantic fleetname used to 
say, later won some fame by 
using most un-municipal 
buses when it converted to 
one-man operation using 
Bedford YMTs, and also ran 
Bedford’s little JJL, a Dennis 
Dart before its time. For 
deregulation it became 
Boro’line, and its fleet 
included probably the only 


- 


A Sunbeam trolleybus was displayed in the centre of Maidstone 


- Olympian in 


en acuig A Maidstone Centenary 


modern manual gearbox 
urban double-decker buses, 
Scania K92s with East Lancs 
bodies, 92 seats and 
Computer Aided Gearshift. 
Maidstone also got into | 
coaching, with a strange | 
municipal coach service run — 


jointly with Lancaster, 
Burnley & Pendle and 
Leicester which linked 


Dover and Lancaster, and 
was the only municipality to 
get involved with tendered 
services in London. But it 
overreached itself and got in | 
a tangle with its accounts. 
Seeing its weakness 
Maidstone & District quickly 
registered a Maidstone 
town network and Boro’line 
finally teetered into oblivion 
in 1992. 

That period of its history 
wasn’t commemorated in 
the parade on 14 July, but in 
addition to the trolleybus 
there was a superb Leyland 
PD2 while Nu Venture, now 
competing in Maidstone 
against M&D’s successor 


@ Arriva, had stolen a march | 


by turning out an ex-Dublin | 
traditional 
ginger and cream Maidstone 
livery, and a Titan in the 
later blue and cream - 


Arriva followed suit, 
painting a Dart in ginger and 
cream but in Arriva 


corporate style. 
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New income streams 


THE WHISPERER hears that a bus operator in India was 
carrying a fare that was rather more valuable than the 


Letters 


The Editor would be delighted to receive your opinions either by e-mail: 
a ee mike.morgan@route-one.net or fax: 0870 241 8891 or by post to: Mike 
Morgan, Editor, routeQNE, Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, 
Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough PE2 9DY 


Income tax sleuths seized over a billion rupees from a 
private bus at Mumbai Central Railway Station, that equates 
to about £1.2 million. Doubts surround the legitimacy of 
the transaction as the money was all carried about in large 


grey gunny sacks, The bus was always accompanied by four Letter of the 


large jeeps, which have yet to be traced. 
There was a young 
lady from Bath... 


The Whisperer noticed a piece in this week’s routeONE 
about a young lady joining one of our major bus groups 
and also undertaking a journey each day from Bath to 


PTEs are not the 
worst offenders 


te YOUR ACCUSATION (routeo" =, Big 
bree. ; ’ Story - comment, 8 July) that PTEs are 
The Whisperer decided that he would ascertain how that the ‘worst offenders’ in failing to push 
journey would be using her employer's service. Our little forward bus priority measures is 
guinea pig first of all has to accept that she cannot get into complete nonsense. 

work for 0900hrs. So she begs to be allowed to start at PTEs are working with their local 


j ( a] lor 5 s she ay 5) ’ } Z - . 
Ae es be # f ex: wie ne te spear oo authority partners (who are the highway 
rom Bath to Heathrow and trom there to Birmingham. authorities) to promote and deliver some 


than congestion. 
This is one reason why we are also 


‘ ! : exploring the potential for qualit 
journey time of 6 hours 25minutes. P 6 P : Y 


Getting home is no less tricky. By working her lunch, our 
fair damsel can leave the office at 1600hrs, thus just making 
the 1630hrs from Birmingham, which will get her home at 
five past midnight — a princely total of 7 hours 35minutes. 


A total return journey time of 14 hours. 


An anonymous PSV 
industry salesman writes: 


MY CONFESSION is that | lied to a company who took 


me on when | had been made redundant. 


of the largest bus priority programmes in 
the country. In the West Midlands, 
Centro, and the districts councils, have 
invested £30 million on bus showcase 
routes in the last five years and expect to 
spend a further £13.5 million in 
2004/05. 

The other PTEs have similar extensive 
programmes of similar magnitude to 
promote bus services. And bus priority is 
only part of the contribution that we the 
public sector makes to the industry. We 
also deliver award winning and high 
quality bus interchanges, multi-modal 
fares schemes, impartial and 
comprehensive bus information for the 
public, concessionary fares schemes as 


contracts to drive up the quality of bus 
services, integrate buses with other 
forms of transport and provide greater 
value for money from public subsidy. 
Something which the CPT now appears 
‘relaxed’ about, and which quality 
operators like Transdev have broadly 
welcomed. 


Rob Donald, 
Director General 
for pteg on bus policy 


From routeONE, 8 July 


routeOne Comment 


There’s lots here for the industry to feel 


1 was an outsider in this new industry, but thanks to the 
faith put in me by a great team and company, with 
professional training, | was educated and grew from a 
‘gangling youth knowing nuffing’ to a Senior Manager who 
had the trust and respect of a great team and support 
from the whole company. 

| now need to cleanse my sole. | also lied when | left, | 


well as working closely with the industry 
on major partnership schemes like 
Yorkshire Bus in West and South 
Yorkshire, Smartbus in Merseyside and 
Superoutes in Nexus. 

We will continue to strive to up the 


good about — and it’s well deserved. 
Contrary to the jaundiced view of buses 
presented in the general media, most 
companies run a good service, most of the 
time. But good as these figures are, one- 
in-five passengers is not happy. How can 


lied about where | was going, and | took a great leaving, 
present from them. | received a long-service gift valued at 
almost £1,000 and | stayed to the very last minute on my 
three-month contract to extract the very latest information 
and knowledge on my company’s customer activily. 

1am indeed not worthy of a confession, but | do have 
the opportunity now to put my hand up to the industry 
who know me reasonably well (and probably guessed at 
what | had done), and say | was indeed a misguided man 


chasing fools gold and for what? 


pace on bus priority and we will work 
with the industry to deliver these and 
other benefits for passengers. However, 
we do not believe that this alone will 
always be sufficient to deliver the 
affordable, integrated and high quality 
bus networks that the City Regions need 
and deserve. 

The diagram which accompanied your 
article makes the point for me as it shows 
that staffing and mechanical factors are a 


you change that? 

Congestion remains a significant cause of 
delays. We need greater co-operation 
from local authorities to introduce — and 
enforce - bus priorities. Amongst the 
worse offenders are Passenger Transport 
Executives — the bodies with the money 
and power to make a difference - or are 
some of them only interested in adding to 
the industry’s bad press by publicly 
criticising operators, rather than trying to 


| have lost my self-respect and the respect of my former 


f make things better? 
colleagues and friends. 


far more significant cause of lost mileage 
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Para-tennis 
coach hire 
opportunity 


EACH YEAR the British Open Wheelchair 
Tennis Championships, which attracts 
competitors from all over the world are held 
in Nottingham at the International Tennis 
Centre. 

Many of the players participating in this 
event are competing in the Para-olympic 
Games in Athens later this year. This is a 
high-class wheelchair tennis event and 
equates to the ‘Wimbledon’ of wheelchair 
tennis. 

For the second year running John 
Flanagan Coach Travel once again have 
been contracted to transport over 120 
wheelchair bound competitors firstly from 
the airport to hotel and again throughout the 
10 — day tournament from their hotels to the 
Tennis Centre; also providing transport was 
Chambers of Bures and Stanley Coaches of 
County Durham. 


John Flanagan, 
John Flanagan Coach Hire, 
Warrington 


What about 
the local 
authorities? 


| NOTE YOUR editorial confirmation that 
85% of your readers are PSV operators and 
96% are owners, directors or senior managers 
(route , This Week, 8 July). 

What about the 12 local government 
employees in this transport authority (Milton 
Keynes) who have your magazine circulated 
to them every week? Of the 12, only one has 
expressed a dislike of your magazine (doesn’t 
like the “politics”!). 

How many more local authority employees 
working with public transport read your 
magazine? 

Yours is the only transport related magazine 
that | look forward to reading among the 
many we receive and | do read it from cover 
to cover. 

The magazine is a handy size, well laid out 
and illustrated, and contains many different 
sections of interest. 

| learn more about the industry | work with 
through your magazine contents, than from 
drivers or operators. So | hope you grow from 
strength to strength and continue to be a 
valuable source of news and comment. 


Richard Berman, 
Passenger Transport Section, 
Milton Keynes Council 


and finally... ...a Competition 


Let’s get quizzical... again 


Our first competition to win our prize model bus was phenomenally 
successfully, so, as promised, we bring you our second test of how well you 
know the coach and bus industry. If you get all six questions right you’re in 
with a chance of winning one of the first TransBus Mini Pointer Darts 

courtesy of Solent Blue Line. You have two weeks to complete your entry 


ESTABLISHED in 1987, Southampton-based Solent Blue Line operates over 100 buses in 
southern Hampshire serving Eastleigh, Fareham, Petersfield, Romsey, Winchester, and the 
Waterside. 

In May 2003, a new Quality Network for Eastleigh brought simpler routes, easy to 
remember times and improved frequencies. 

Twelve 28-seat TransBus Mini Pointer Darts were introduced giving easy access, digital 
CCTV and LED destinations with a smart new livery and fleetname style. 

Solent Blue Line is part of the Isle of Wight-based Southern Vectis group. 


1 Where is Solent Blue Line based? 

A - Southampton B - Northampton C - Southport D — Southsea 

2 What is the smallest TransBus Dart called? 

A - Mini Beaver Dart B — Mini Pointer Dart C — Mini Beagle Dart D — Mini Harrier Dart 
3 In which year did Solent Blue Line lauch its Eastleigh Quality Network? 

A - 2000 B - 2001 C - 2002 D - 2003 

4 In which year was Solent Blue Line established? 

A- 1967 B- 1977 C - 1987 D - 1997 

5 Who owns Solent Blue Line? 

A — Trent Barton B- EYMS C- Yorkshire Traction D — Southern Vectis 


Complete the form below and post it to: The Editor, Solent Blue Line Competition, routeONE, 
Expo Publishing, Suite 4, Century House, Towermead Business Park, Fletton, Peterborough 
PE2 9DY, or fax to 0870 241 8891. 


FPCOSUER COINS as csccsssctissasncassntn sos sanne/acsboosedsacmaaio obese tosni ero esesk bv alate OaTe eit at asosreraeelaq ste sa WR moar eam aie RE sear aS EN RRHES 


oleilorti Hires reer tereny errno ere crease on tna tern Race roan nes ace ncner ten remem er reer i 


WD cwastiscsiirnces 2 ssacewisieaneeeeed 
B sssascsonsv tase By costsasaeastats 
Di cciohemaonastadiia GO scsctadamnsnat 


The first six all-correct answers to be pulled out of the Editor’s hat will receive a limited 
edition 1:76 scale model of a Solent Blue Line TransBus Mini Pointer Dart from Creative 
Master’s collection. Don’t miss the closing date which is 14 August 2004. 
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Your weekly report by the industry’s leading legal journalist, Mike Jewell, who covers all the 


First West Yorkshire before TC 


Concerns over vehicle maintenance have led 
to First West Yorkshire Ltd appearing before 
the North Eastern Traffic Commissioner Tom 
McCartney at a Leeds disciplinary inquiry. 


IRST WEST Yorkshire 
s Ltd, of Exchequer 

House, 3 Exchequer 
Way, Aberdeen, has to wait 
to see what action, if any, 
the Commissioner proposes 
taking against its licence, 
authorising 1,125 vehicles 
operating from seven 
depots in Leeds, Bradford, 
Halifax, Todmorden and 
Huddersfield. 

Senior Vehicle Examiner 
Mark Millard said that during 
a series of maintenance 
investigations in December, 98 
vehicles were examined with 
six immediate and eight 
delayed prohibitions being 
issued, together with 51 
inspection notices. In July 2000 
vehicles were examined, with 
six immediate and eight 
delayed prohibitions being 
issued. Over the last five years 
there had been a total of | 17 
prohibitions. There was 
concern over a policy of 
removing intermediate checks 
at a number of the depots and 
ceasing to replace brake 
actuators annually. Whilst there 
were comprehensive systems 
in place, there were instances 
where they had failed. For 
example, a brake defect 
reported by a driver in 
December had not been 
rectified. Last May, two 
children were reportedly taken 
to hospital with CO? poisoning 


after travelling on one of the 
company’s vehicles. No defect 
report had been submitted by 
the driver and it was found that 
the engine access panels by the 
rear seats had not been 
properly fitted. A lack of 
attention to detail was evident 
in anumber of the prohibitions 
and defect notices issued. 

In reply to Stephen 
Kirkbright, for the company, 
Mr Millard said that First West 
Yorkshire’s overall prohibition 
rate was |2% compared with 
the national average of 15%. 
He agreed the pass rate at 
annual test was significantly 
better than the national 
average. The initial failure rate 
was 15.48% compared with 
the national average of 27.2%, 
with the final failure rate being 
4.6% compared with 17.3%. 

Mr Kirkbright maintained 
that many of the defects were 
ones that occurred during the 
day-to-day running of the 
vehicles. He said that the 
decision to drop the 
intermediate checks and the 
periodic replacement of brake 
actuators was done in co- 
operation and discussion with 
VOSA. Comprehensive tests 
were carried out and new 
standard operating procedures 
were introduced which were 
endorsed by VOSA. 

Mr Millard said that the 
proof of the pudding was in the 


eating and it was a cause for 
concern that they had found air 
leaks from brake actuators on 
3% of the vehicles examined 
which would have been picked 
up by the intermediate checks. 
He agreed that the vehicles 
concerned had all been given 
10-day delayed prohibitions. 

Questioned further, Mr 
Millard said that he believed 
that the investigation arose as 
a result of bus compliance 
officers being told that failures 
to run services were due to 
vehicle breakdowns. 

Mr Kirkbright said that 
annual test preparation had 
been centralised in Leeds. 
Additional supervisors had 
been introduced on every shift 
at a cost of £190,000. 

Bernard Keen, Projects 
Director of First Group, said 
that following trials it was 
concluded that the two week 
intermediate check was 
unnecessary for modern 
vehicles. The Group had taken 
over a number of operators 
who had different systems. 
They had now introduced 
standard operating procedures 
throughout the Group 
covering all aspects of 
maintenance. Daily first use 
checks were now far more 
comprehensive. They had 
redefined the detailed job 
descriptions on the engineering 
side all the way up to the 
Engineering Director. The 
Group’s auditing system had 
been strengthened, with audits 
now being undertaken at least 
twice a year, 

In reply, Mr Keen said that 


First West Yorkshire: needed to ‘sharpen up’ supervision 


First West Yorkshire had been 
compliant with the new SOPs 
at the time of the maintenance 
investigations. 

Stephen Graham, Managing 
Director of the Leeds 
operation, said that there were 
995 vehicles in possession with 
a peak vehicle requirement of 
898 vehicles. 

The brake defect reported 
by the driver in December had 
been missed by the night 
foreman, who had _ been 
disciplined and moved to 
another post. When the May 
incident was reported they 
immediately took the vehicle 
concerned off the road. The 
vehicle was road tested but no 
evidence of fumes could be 
found. Nonetheless, it was 


discovered that when repairs 
had been carried out by 
outside specialists in April the 
engine plate had not been 
replaced. He accepted that a 
vehicle examiner found that 
subsequent rectification had 
not been carried out properly. 

They had introduced oil 
consistency checks to ensure 
that oil had not become 
watered down and more 
susceptible to leaking, said Mr 
Graham. A new Engineering 
Director was appointed in 
February and it was decided 
that they needed to ‘sharpen 
up’ the supervision. He 
believed that the majority of 
the defects found during the 
investigation were in-service 
defects. 


“webs hogensil ?” 


We know Transport Law backwards 


Contact backhouse 


on 01254 828300 or www.backhouses.co.uk 
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over maintenance 


Asked why after what had 
appeared to be an improving 
situation in 2001, following 
problems in 2000, vehicle 
examiners had become 
concerned about the 
prohibition rate in December 
2003, Mr Graham said that 
there had been a. slight 
improvement since 2000. He 
felt that the current VOSA 
report demonstrated a 
significant improvement. 

After the Commissioner had 
pointed out that there had 
been a 14.5% prohibition rate 
at the 2000 investigation and a 
14.2% rate during the current 
investigation, Mr Graham said 
that he was comforted to a 
degree that it was significantly 
better than the national 


average. 
The Commissioner said that 
14% of the fleet was an awful 
lot of unroadworthy vehicles, 
and Mr Graham pointed out 
that many of the prohibitions 
were delayed. He said that a lot 
of the older vehicles had gone 
out of the fleet and with the 
new systems in place he was 
very confident that they were 
going to right way. 
Questioned further, Mr 
Graham said that there was 


a trial being undertaken 
at Bradford where the 
maintenance was __ being 


undertaken by Volvo, who had 
taken over the company’s staff 
at that depot. It had resulted in 
more vehicles being got out in 
the morning but he felt that the 


overall maintenance was only 
marginally better. He pointed 
out that the fleet at Bradford 
was substantially newer, being 
supplied under contract by 
Volvo. 

Mr Kirkbright argued that 
two prohibitions could be 
worse than 20, dependent 
upon their nature, and the 
prohibitions in this case did not 
indicate a maintenance system 
that did not work. 

He pointed out that this was 
the first public inquiry that the 
company had been called to 
over maintenance and that 
there had not been any 
previous warning letters. He 


maintained that virtually 
everything in the vehicle 
examiners, reports had been 
right. 


The Commissioner is to 
announce his decision in writing 
at a later date. 


North Eastern TC Tom 
McCartney 


court report 


National Bus blamed 


THE NORTH Eastern 
Deputy Traffic Commissioner 
Mark Hinchliffe is considering 
the possible revocation, 
suspension or curtailment of 
the licence authorising 350 
vehicles held by Yorkshire 
Traction, of Upper Sheffield 
Road, Barnsley. He is to 
announce his decision in 
writing at a future date. 

Evidence was given by 
vehicle examiners that in 
March they examined 42 
vehicles, issuing seven 
immediate prohibitions, 10 
delayed prohibitions and 16 
defect notices. 

They concluded that the 
company was failing to 
maintain its vehicles to the 
required standard. 

Mr Carter said that the 
vast majority were 
attributable to a batch of 
double deckers that were 20 
years old which were being 
phased out. Of the 80 
vehicles less than six years 
old, only four were examined 
during the maintenance 
investigations in March. They 
had inherited tranches of 
older vehicles that could not 
be replaced within a year 
because of the purchasing 
policy of the National Bus Co 
in the 1980s. They had about 


The purchasing policy of the National Bus Co 
in the 1980s was blamed by Yorkshire 
Traction’s Chairman and Managing Director 
Frank Carter for a number of elderly vehicles 
in the fleet when the company appeared at its 
second public inquiry in less than 12 months 
where vehicle maintenance was the issue. 


40 of the old double deckers 
left and they were virtually 
being scrapped on a daily 
basis. He felt that they would 
probably all have gone within 
12 months. 

Vandalism was a major 
problem and the board is 
seriously considering whether 
to continue with school 
services as they are causing 
half their prohibitions. 

Engineering Director 
Norman Cook said that 
investigations showed that 
the wall chart for the 
Barnsley, Huddersfield and 
Sheffield depots had been 
falsified in that it showed that 
inspections had been carried 
out on time when they had 
not. As a result the Western 
Engineering Director had 
resigned before he could be 
dismissed. 

For the company, Stephen 
Kirkbright said that it was 
accepted that there were 
proper systems and adequate 
facilities in place. There had 
been mistakes by fitters and 
one manager was clearly not 
doing his job properly. Of the 
41 prohibitions issued since 
the last public inquiry, a 
significant percentage did not 
reflect a failure in the 
maintenance system. 


Is your fleet in need of an update? 
Need to reduce your outgoings? 
Want to reduce your bank overdraft? 


To find what you’re looking for 
Call now on 01159 858327 


| Fax 01159 607 175 


EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS 


Looking to borrow between 


WITH EXPERT FINANCE 


Coachlease has the answers. 


We talk your language. 


and flexibility you need to get 
the deal done quickly. 
Hire Purchase, Leasing, 
Sale + Leaseback 


Email: finance @ coachlease.co.uk 
www.coachlease.co.uk 
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First Manchest 


First Manchester Ltd has to wait to see what 
action, if any, the North Western Traffic 
Commissioner Beverley Bell will take against its 
licence following a second public inquiry where 
vehicle maintenance was the issue. 


FIRST MANCHESTER LTD, 
trading as First, of Walshaw 
Street, Oldham, with a 
licence for 1,000 vehicles, has 
been called before the 
Commissioner sitting in 
Wigan. 

Vehicle examiners detailed 
prohibitions issued to the 
company’s vehicles. Evidence 
was given that an inspection of 
a vehicle from the Oldham 
Depot involved in a fatal 
accident in March showed that 
it would have been in a 
satisfactory condition prior to 
the accident. However, human 
error had led to its operation 
after its test certificate had 
expired, with another bus being 
put through the MoT test twice 
within a month. The principle 
criticism in an unsatisfactory 
maintenance investigation at the 
Queens Road Depot was the 
failure of drivers to properly 
carry out first use checks and 
report defects. If such checks 
had been done properly a lot of 
the prohibitions would have 
been avoided. Consideration 
was being given to prosecuting 
the company following one of 
three wheel loss incidents. The 
detachment occurred in June on 
service when the bus was 
carrying two passengers. It was 
felt that it was directly related to 
shortcomings within the system, 
in that it was believed that the 
wheelnuts had not been 
retorqued or checked. 

The Commissioner said that 
she was dealing with serious 
issues in regard to road safety, 
especially when there had been 
a fatal accident. She was 
concerned that the company 
had appeared at a previous 
public inquiry in 2001. 

Senior Vehicle Examiner John 
Moss said that he considered 
that the company and its staff 
were more than capable of 
managing the current fleet. 
There were a number of 
sophisticated systems in place 
and they did work when the 
staff operated them as they 
should. He felt that First had 


been let down by the staff 
themselves. The systems were 
not going to work if the staff did 
not do what they were asked to 
do. Management was 
committed to road safety and 
any areas of concern expressed 
by VOSA were acted upon. The 
company had taken on board 
the advice given. It was clearly 
on an upward turn into better 
maintenance. The company’s 
management structure had 
completely changed since the 
2001 public inquiry. 

Regional Engineering 
Director Colin Stafford said that 
he had been appointed in 
August 2003 and he found the 
North Western Division, 
comprising First Manchester 
and First PMT, to be “in some 
distress.” Morale was low with 
strike action threatening at a 
number of depots. A 
subsequent pay deal had 
enabled them to recruit more 
staff. 

Outlining the systems and 
management structure now in 
place, he said that all managers 
and supervisors in the division 
were attending VOSA courses 
and the programme would be 
completed by the end of 
November. There had been a 
significant reduction in lost 
mileage, which he attributed to 
better maintenance. All drivers 
had been retrained in first use 
checks and that was now an 
ongoing procedure. The 
electronic ticketing system now 
in use prevented drivers from 
issuing tickets unless they had 
carried out a first use check. 

In addition to their own 
auditing procedures they were 
making use of the FTAs auditing 
services. 

The vehicle that had the 
expired test certificate in April 
had only had a couple minor 
faults. The problem arose due 
to a clerical error and there 
were now two back up systems 
in place to ensure that it did not 
happen again. 

Convictions for using a 
vehicle based at the Queens 


+ 


First said it ‘would spend 


Road Depot on two occasions 
without a test certificate was 
due to a driver inadvertently 
taking the vehicle out. The 
convictions had not been 
reported to the Commissioner 
as they had been overlooked 
due to management changes at 
the time. 

There had been no criticism 
from VOSA over the first wheel 
loss incident, as no work had 
been done to the vehicle prior 
to the wheel detachment. The 
second was the result of a 
contractor not torqueing the 
wheelnuts even though they 
were aware of the company's 
procedures. The third incident 
in June resulted from a fitter 
failing to follow laid down 
procedures and he subsequently 
resigned. 

Mr Stafford said that there 
was a huge vehicle replacement 
programme kicking off in 
September. Rolling road brake 
testers were being installed in all 
garages, a programme that 
should be completed by 
Christmas. Each prohibition and 
MoT failure was regarded as a 
serious incident and was fully 
investigated. There was a new 
depot facility in Bolton, a similar 
facility shortly in Oldham and 
they were seeking to relocate 
the Queens Road Depot. 

In reply to the Commissioner, 
Mr Stafford said that First’s 
peak vehicle requirement was 
794 and there were 98 spare 


RS: 


whatever it took’ to sort Manchester problems 


~ 


er waits decision 


vehicles. They budgeted for 
0.5% lost mileage and they 
were hovering around 1% at 
the moment. 

The Commissioner said that 
0.5% still meant someone 
standing in the rain for a bus that 
never came. 

Mr Stafford said that they 
strived for 0%. The new 
vehicles coming into the fleet 
would assist in achieving their 
lost mileage target. They 
suffered immensely from 
vandalism which had an impact 
on lost mileage. His wish list 
would include better trained 
engineers, improving their 
diagnostic skills. He felt they 
needed to get the drivers more 
on board. They had to break the 
culture of “them and us” as the 
drivers were part of the 
maintenance system. 

David Liston, | Group 
Engineering Director Bus 
Operations based in Aberdeen, 
said that one of the major issues 
in Manchester had been an 
inconsistency in management. 
The introduction of the Group’s 
Standard Operating Procedures 
manual had taken away any local 
interpretation and he had built 
a Group central support team to 
support the local operating 
companies. 

In reply to the Commissioner, 
Mr Liston said they were 
seeking to remove the fear 
culture, making it plain that 
asking for help was not a sign of 


court report 
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weakness but a sign of strength. 
They would spend whatever it 
took until Manchester’s 
problems were sorted. He 
believed that the majority of the 
problems had bottomed out 
and that the next six months 
would see a _ dramatic 
improvements in service 
reliability and the standard and 
quality of the vehicles. 

lan Davies, Group Project 
Director and Acting Managing 
Director of First Manchester, 
said that the divisional structure 
had changed and the Divisional 
Managers had gone, 
concentrating | management 
directly down into the operating 
companies. First Manchester’s 
management structure was 
being changed as it was 
necessary for First Manchester 
to work as one company, rather 
than as First Manchester West 
and First Manchester East. 

In reply to the Commissioner, 
he agreed that there had been 
a constant period of change at 
First Manchester which was 
not good for any company 
serving the public. 

For the company, Stephen 
Kirkbright pointed out that 
there had been no ‘S’ marked 
prohibitions since the last public 
inquiry. 

The Commissioner is to 
announce her decision in writing 
at a future date. She warned that 
she was considering possibly 
cutting the operational fleet. 
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COACHEBUS 
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Automate is the sole European importer 


eee 


NOW IN BUILD FOR SEPTEMBER DELIVERY 


+ Ayat Bravo 1, 12 meter 
Luxury Double deck, 
74 seats 
¢ Ayat Bravo 1, Double Deck, 
13.750 meter, 87 seats 
¢ Atlantis Single Deck, 12 meter, 
a _?' a oe 53 seats 

— ) ti - Atlantis Single Deck, 

AS K FO R THEM BY N AME 13.750 meter Tri Axle, 63 seats 
+ 2x Platinum 12 meter, 51 seats 
Platinum 8.75 meter, 33 seats 


Ayats LiMiTED * 3 TWEED ROAD * CLEVEDON * NorTH Somerset * BS21 6RR 


: 01 274 862 700 
Tel: SALES * 01275 349411 * JUNCTION 20 MS * PARTS/SERVICE * 01275 337078 


The Indcar Maxim II R COACH = 
Available Now ae 


Part of the Mentor 
Holdings Group 


e lveco 210 bhp Engine 

e lveco 6 speed 
gearbox 

e 29 Reclining 
Passenger seats 


e Adjustable Drivers Seat 
° Seatbelts melis 


e Ait Conditioning servicing 
Repairs 


Paintwork 


Radio CD 
Microphone 

Double glazed windows 
lluminated Luggage 
compartments 

e Emergency Door 


CG © 
Irdoars 


irisous : 
Tel: Sales: 01709 705570, Fax: 01709 705569, Service: 01709 705510 Parts: 01709 705520 
Out of Hours Service Number; 07801 027701, Out of Hours Parts Number: 07801 027702 
Web: www.uk-cacom 


20 routeONE 29 July 2004 


routeONE 


Last week Transport Secretary Alistair Darling launched the Government’s 
transport policy/strategy document ‘The Future of Transport: A Network for 


2030’. In it they say that they want bus services which are reliable, flexible, 
convenient, and tailored to local needs, but most importantly... 


si Peel liii; 


LTHOUGH the 


| FO vision’. Let us hope so. The Party. This may be underlined by the 
Government’s transport | U te —— , Confederation of next Cabinet reshuffle whenever that 
strategy says that ‘most | é ae y metic bus ng N Passenger may be! Rumours will no doubt be 
areas will be best served by | bls _ Fe tnettanee” | Transport (CPT) circulating throughout the summer. 
continuing with the current | a te hea ore ee °Mt o eing yout / has always believed Tony has already reasserted his 
partnership arrangements; it Sh and bus ind Y sooo ~ becaue | that most areas are —_ authority by offering a plum Brussels 
also states that ‘we want some ; ra apg cee | best served by role to his twice resigned friend 


Quality Partnerships Peter Mandelson which he accepted 
of course and willno —_ with alarming speed. 
doubt be relieved that In the long run, however cynically 
the tests laid down in one may regard these moves they, 
the Transport Act 2000 together with the upcoming General 
will remain in place. Election next year, may represent 
So why is it that welcome news for those arguing the 
Labour should now come case against reregulation and ensure 
down on the side of the a re-emergence of business friendly 
private sector? Can this ‘New Labour’. There had recently 
really be a Labour been a feeling that the Labour Party 
Government - it’s certainly might be positioning to move away 
not what one would expect. from Labourlite back to the more 
It may be that following Tony traditional old Labour alternative. 


local authorities to consider 
more radical options.’ [ 
This support of Quality 
Partnerships, though very 
welcome, may come as a small 
surprise to those of us who 
would, not unnaturally, expect a 
Labour Government to place 
more emphasis on regulation. 
We all know how they hate 
the idea of those ‘profit 
making’ bus companies. | 
However the plans unveiled | 
by Mr Darling appear to | 


have been given a cautious / Blair’s very confident This may certainly not have been in 

welcome by the industry’s performance during the the best interests of coach & bus 

Trade Association who we debate on Iraq in the operators as further regulation would 

understand take the view Commons last week, there be likely to follow such a move. 

that the minister has demonstrated a will be a strengthening of the On the whole it would appear that 

‘commitment to buses and clarity of Blairite wing of the Labour Mr Darling’s proposals will be well 

received and regarded as a positive 

Does last week’s announcement in the commitment by Government to the 
Commons represent the re-emergrence of coach and bus industry. As we know 
business-friendly ‘New Labour’? the bus industry was one of the only 


voices fighting the calls for 
reregulation and the ‘Future of 
Transport — A Network for 2030’ 
does perhaps show that, in many 
ways, the arguments employed by 
the industry’s Trade Association in 
particular have been successful. 

So the bus industry may welcome 
Mr Darling’s announcement but of 
course, in politics, you can’t please all 
the people all the time. Last week 
Manchester City Council demanded 
Mr Darling’s resignation following the 
axing of three new proposed tram 
routes in the city due to escalating 
costs. They described the decision as 
‘appalling’. We doubt it would have 
been made any more palatable by 
the fact that Mr Darling has allowed 
Crossrail to proceed, albeit with no 
funding in place. 

Mr Darling’s current parliamentary 
seat (Edinburgh Central) will disappear 
by the time of the next General 
election as a result of boundary 
changes, and he will fight the 
Edinburgh South West seat for Labour 
— so no danger to him there then. 
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ESKER 


gre 


Mercedes-Benz 
BUS 


& COACH 


Esker Cimo 


Built on a Mercedes Benz 1018 chassis with 33 + guide reclining seats, air con 
rear air suspension, double glazing, TV & DVD and 6m’ of luggage capacity 


—_-. a7 


Mercedes 814 Vario 


Where elegance meets excellence! 


IRELAND - Esker Bus & Coach Sales Ltd 
Danny McGee - Managing Director 


Comagh Business Park, Kilbeggan, County Westmeath, Ireland HH F: | rry Fe row son 


Tel: +353 (0) 506 33070 +353 (0) 506 33071 ape 
Fax: +353 (0) 506 33072 —  —————_s ‘Tel: 01501 762266 


Web: www.eskerbusandcoach.com , ___UK Distributor for Esker Bus 


& Coach Sales 


Email: info@eskerbusandcoach.com 
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The Esker stable 


The Esker name is gradually being seen in the UK and its range has 
grown with the first showing of its 2|-seat Riada built on a 

_ Mercedes-Benz 616 Sprinter. Mike Morgan visits County Westmeath, 
: Ireland, to answer the question: What i is the Esker appeal? | | 


UT A PIN in the centre of 
iP a map of Ireland and the 

chances are that you will 
find the location of one of the 
country’s up-and-coming coach 
suppliers. 

The town in question is Kilbeggan, 
which is two hours drive west of 
Dublin in County Westmeath, and 
the company that persuaded me to 
make a trip across the lrish Sea is 
Esker Bus & Coach Sales Ltd. 

| travelled with an open mind, 
knowing that the hospitality would 
make the journey worthwhile, but 
nevertheless unsure what to expect. 
After all, Esker is one year old this 
week. 

Kilbeggan is perhaps famous for 
two things — its Whiskey Distillery 
that is now demoted to a tourist 


attraction, and the races. It was, 
therefore, something of an eye- 
opener to turn into the Comagh 
Business Park to come face-to-face 
with an extensive modern coach 
dealership that wouldn't disgrace a 
multi-national company. 

| soon reasoned that the name 
‘Esker’ was inspired by the range of 
mountains forced up by the Ice Age 
between Kilbeggan and the Atlantic, 
whereas the driving force behind the 
rapid rise of such a youthful 
company is non-other than local- 
man Danny McGee. 

Mr McGee, 30, also runs the 
associated business, KVC (Kilbeggan 
Vehicle Conversions), having honed 
his entrepreneurial skills in the 
ambulance building trade. KVC was 
started in 1997, converting vans into 


minibuses. However, it didn’t take 
the eagle-eyed Mr McGee very long 
to appreciate that the Irish coach 
market was riding on the crest of an 
economic wave that brought tourists 
flocking into the country (albeit 
tempered by 9/11) and, with it, 
demand for an ever-increasing level 
of sophistication in coach travel. This 
trend was further boosted by a 
deliberate twist in Irish law that 
persuades operators to buy high- 
floor coaches that are at least eight- 
metres long. Only then can they 
claim back the VAT. 

Just as the tight-dimensions of the 
tunnel under construction from 
Dublin docks to the MI motorway 
will govern the maximum height of 
trucks in the country, so the VAT 
rule has dictated coach specification. 


routeONE 29 july 2004 23 


Consequently Mr McGee scanned 
the market for suitable vehicles, 
concluding that price, quality and 
style could best be satisfied by 
sourcing from Spain where he found 
UNVI, little-know in Ireland or the 
UK, but a coach-builder that had 
risen from the ashes of Unicar. 

That was in 2002 and the first 
UNVI vehicle was displayed at the 
ExpoCoach show in 2002. Then the 
Esker premises were built across the 
road from KVC and the company 
was up and running. 

The first Esker product was the 
Touring — a 37-seater coach, on 
front-engined Mercedes-Benz Atego 
1223L chassis. Next came the Climo 
—a smaller version of the Touring 
built on the Atego 1018L chassis. 
Whereas the Touring is 10 metres 


> 
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Esker Climo and Touring at the extensive modern coach dealership that wouldn’t disgrace a multi-national company 


long, the Climo is 9,215mm and 
stands slightly lower at 3,150mm 
compared with 3,520mm. The 
Climo has |77bhp four-cylinder 
engine and entrance behind the front 
axle, whereas the Touring is 
powered by a 231bhp six-cylinder 
unit and has its entrance forward of 
the front axle. Ride quality on both 
vehicles is enhanced by the all-round 
air suspension and noise insulation is 
excellent. 

Meanwhile a UK dealership 
emerged in the shape of Harry 
Ferguson who, having been 
impressed with the KVC minibuses 
acquired for his operational fleet, 
recognised the potential to market 
KVC and Esker vehicles. 

So far, West Lothian-based Harry 
Ferguson Sales is the sole UK outlet 
for the Esker product, though this 
has not moderated Danny McGee’s 
drive to promote it to a UK 
audience. Having launched the 
Touring at the 2002 show, it was re- 


shown at Coach & Bus 2003, and 
again at the UK Coach Rally in 
Brighton where KVC made a distinct 
impression in the trade area. 

In its first year Esker has sold 36 
Tourings (including half-a-dozen in 
the UK) and 10 Climos. 

Step forward the Riada — another 
UNVI-built addition to the range. 

Riada is a coach body on the 
increasingly popular, but still 
relatively new, Mercedes-Benz 
Sprinter 616 CDi — the so-called six- 
tonne Sprinter. 

Riada is an Esker-inspired product 
where the first drawings were 
produced in October last year and 
the first vehicle launched in April. 
“They got it right first time,” said Mr 
McGee, “and reaction has been that 
‘this is a super vehicle’.” 

Riada is exclusive to Esker, being 
designed primarily with the Irish 
market in mind. Given the VAT rules, 
it is 8,010mm long and has a floor 
height of 950mm. Full advantage has 
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been taken of the wide rear track on 
the 4.36 tonne rear axle to build a 
near full-width body that is 2,420mm 
wide. The result is a vehicle that not 
only has coach-style on the outside, 
but has room for two-plus-two 
coach seating on the inside. What’s 
more it comes with double-glazing 
and air-conditioning as standard... 
and an outstanding 3.8 cubic metres 
of luggage space. During a brief test 
ride in the Kilbeggan area the Riada 
performed perfectly well on its 
standard parabolic springs and the 
standard of build impressed in what 
is a remarkably endearing small 
coach that takes full advantage of the 
six-tonne Sprinter’s potential. 

Meanwhile, there was a gap in the 
Esker range that Mr McGee needed 
to plug. Although the Touring and 
Climo spanned the 33-37 seat range 
and a forthcoming upgrade to Atego 
1523L gives the potential for 41 
seats, the Riada’s limit is 21. 

His cue came through the second- 


In its first 
year Esker 
has sold 36 

Tourings and 

10 Cimos 


hand trade-ins that showed that 
while the Vario-based Plaxton 
Cheetah had potential it did not fully 
comply with the VAT rules. Mr 
McGee persuaded the then 
TransBus-owned company to build 
an ‘Irish’ Cheetah with saloon floor 
raised by 100mm. Esker sold 20 
within two months and has 10 in- 
build by the now management- 
owned Scarborough-based coach 
builder. Forward plans are for two 
or three a month with seating in the 


24-29 range. 

Whereas the Irish Cheetah sells 
well, many are highly-spec’ed and 
down-seated for the flourishing 
small group market, selling for 
around 150,000 euro (£99,000). On 
the other hand the Riada offers the 
Sprinter’s more refined ride and a 


higher standard specification, making 


it a very competitive |6-seat VIP 
coach for | 15,000 euro (£76,000), 
which compares with 108,000 euro 


(£71,300) for the standard 21 seater. 


Ten Riadas have already been sold 
and UK certification should be 
completed within two weeks. 

Such is the interest in Riada that 
Mr McGee is actively looking for a 
sales outlet to serve the southern 
part of the UK, leaving Harry 
Ferguson to supply the north and 
Esker to concentrate on the whole 
of Ireland. With this in mind Mike 
Moran is a recent appointment as 


™, 
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The Esker team: Sales Exec Mike Moran, After Sales Manager Trevor Szadowksi, Managing Director Danny McGee, and Sales Manager Martin Daly 


Riada has room for two-plus-two seating 


Sales Executive to support Sales 
Manager, Martin Daly who was 
previously with Brian Noone where 
he sold the MAN-based Indcar Mago 
small coach into the market targeted 
by the Climo. 

Trevor Szadowski is responsible 
for the Esker after sales operation 
that looks after the UNVI bodywork 
(Harry Ferguson carries a 
consignment of parts). However, the 
standardisation on Mercedes-Benz 
chassis across the whole range 
through KVC conversions to the 
Touring stems from the positioning 
of 23 dealers in Ireland. “This 
service network is a real advantage,” 
said Mr McGee. “Also, perception 
associated with the three-pointed 
star is important.” 

So what does the future hold? 

“We're happy to stay out of the 
|2-metre market,” he said, “We're 
not ready yet, so we're going to 


‘ 
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Riada performed well on parabolic springs 


concentrate on coaches from 41 
seats down.” 

An upgrade of the Touring interior 
will be unveiled at the FIAA Madrid 
show in the autumn, and there are 
plans to develop the Raida body for 
the 0814D Vario, while 
simultaneously adapting it for the 
low-floor version of the Sprinter 
chassis. This later move provides an 
opening into the accessible coach 
sector, and such opportunities can 
be further exploited by plans to 
import into Ireland the recently 
unveiled stylish Plaxton Pronto, 
which is being built on the high-floor 
Sprinter and fitted with a rear- 
mounted wheelchair lift. 

These developments coupled to 
the disadvantages of running two 
companies on opposite sides of the 
same road have inevitably prompted 
thoughts of moving to larger 
premises. In typical style, Danny 
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Remarkably endearing coach 
takes full advantage of 
Sprinter’s potential 


McGee is one step ahead. He’s 
already put in a bid for a former 
factory vacated by an American 
manufacturer. This is on the far side 
of Kilbeggan, so the advantages 
flowing out of this central location 
would not be lost. In addition it 
would provide 60,000 sq feet of 
shop floor space for KVC and 
30,000 sq feet for Esker. 
Whatever happens, Danny 
McGee will not be standing still. 
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The talk of the town 


It featured in the first issue of routeONE when we asked the question: Is it worth the extra? Now 
Blazefield’s Harrogate & District has come back with the answer. Yes, the leather-seated ‘twin- 
decks’ have produced passenger growth approaching 8% within the first three months 


HARROGATE & DISTRICT 
TRAVEL LTD relaunched 
its Ripon-Harrogate-Leeds 
service in March, having 
invested in the design and 
development of | | ground- 
breaking Volvo B7TL- 
chassied Wrightbus Eclipse 
Gemini double-deckers. 

Design work by Samantha 
Beeley produced an eye- 
catching Graphibus livery and 
the interior featured leather 
upholstered coach seats on 
the top deck. Ample leg room 
on both decks was a 
requirement, so seating for 
just 68 passengers was fitted 
within the overall |0.5-metre 
bus, which the Blazefield 
subsidiary christened ‘twin- 
decks’. 

The concept was unveiled 
before a startled industry at 
the Coach & Bus 2003 show 
last September. Cynics 
suggested that the cost could 
never be justified. And, in any 
case, vandals would destroy 
the leather seats. 

Not so, says Giles Fearnley, 
Chairman of Harrogate & 


District parent company, 
Blazefield. Speaking at this 
month’s lunch time meeting of 
the influential Associate 
Parliamentary Road Passenger 
Transport Group, Mr Fearnley 
first explained the risk 
associated with a total 
investment in new buses of 
£2.45 million of which £400K 
is additional to achieve the 
high specification. He said: “If 
nothing else, this has ‘bought’ 
a five-year marketing 
campaign — with |3 mobile 
adverts, all with four sides.” 

And the result? 

Mr Fearnley told the 
audience of MPs and 
transport professionals that 
there had been an immediate 
and significant increase in 
awareness among the media 
and the local public. He said: 
“They are the talk of the 
town. Even now they turn 
heads.” After three months 
(one vehicle went on the road 
at the end of November 
2003, but the revised service 
was launched in March 2004) 
passenger growth is 


Giles Fearnley: addressed Parliamentary group 
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approaching 8% overall. 
However, the increase in 
patronage on Fridays and 
Saturdays is even higher — i.e. 
11%. 

Passenger generation is 
mainly off-peak-shopping and 
leisure — with significant 
numbers choosing the bus 
over car, and many not having 
used buses for years. 

But, what about vandalism? 

“There’s been none what- 
so-ever,” said Mr Fearnley. 
“There’s not so much litter 
either as passengers seem to 
respect the quality of the 
buses. | checked a bus 
recently and there was no 
more than one newspaper 
and two or three screwed-up 
paper bags.” 

If the project is so 
successful, will Blazefield 
repeat the specification 
elsewhere? 

“We're not sure about 
whether we should have 
leather seats on other routes 
where vandalism would be a 
worry,” admitted Mr Fearnley. 
“But all other aspects will be 
repeated again.” 

Along with the new buses, 
H&D mounted an intensive 
promotional campaign and 
there has been improvements 
to bus-stop environments 
along the route by North 
Yorkshire County Council and 
Harrogate Borough Council. 

In addition H&D has 
produced user guides, pocket 
timetables, Route 36 website, 
and real time information is 
coming at the main stops. The 
drivers receive continuous 
training. But, interestingly, 
there has been no increase in 
fares — though, according to 
Mr Fearnley, some passengers 
expected this. 

Not content with its own 
findings, Blazefield has 
commissioned market 
research by the University of 
Leeds to establish how the 
various factors have influenced 
modal-shift. He promises to 
make the results available to 
the rest of the industry. 


Route 36 fact file 


The Route: 


Passenger Profile: 


History: 


Main competitor: 


Why the 
Investment?: 


H&D’s objective: 


Connects Ripon (population | 3,000), 
Harrogate (80,000), Leeds (500,000). 
Fast journey times between urban 
areas. 

97 journeys per day. 

20 min frequency daytime. 

12 buses (plus one spare). 


Commuters and shoppers. 

Local traffic within both Harrogate 
and Ripon. 

Leisure (including on-route 
attractions). 

Already some choose bus over car. 
2003: 1.08 million passenger journeys. 


Trend of passenger decline halted in 
1998 when frequency increased from 
30 to 20 mins. 

23% growth since 1998. 


Car, but also rail between Harrogate 
and Leeds. 


Market research highlighted 

general satisfaction, but capacity 
issues, hence single to twin-deckers, 
Growth had stalled (flat in 2003 
compared with 2002). 

Increasing competition from rail 
(improved reliability). 

Buses needed replacing (six years 
old). 


To shift perceptions of bus travel 
through delivering a higher quality 
journey experience — and thus 
generate growth, particularly through 
modal-shift. Create a ‘wow’ factor. 
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The deadline for Trader Exchange is Tuesday 3 August — 2.00pm 
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MORTONS 


ARRIVA BUS & COACH 
has supplied Mortons 

of Chineham near Basingstoke 
with a pre-owned DAF SB3000 
Van Hool Alizee. The executive 
specification coach has 49 
reclining seats, a hot and cold 
drinks facility, sunken toilet and 
Sutrak air-conditioning. 

Mortons was established earlier 
this year by Adrian Morton who 
had previously worked in the 
industry for ten years, and his 
fiancée Madeleine. “In the short 
time we have been trading, the 


vehicle has performed superbly,” 
Mr Morton told route ; “I've 
always been impressed by the 
reliability of the DAF product. 
Together with the combination of 
the dateless design and excellent 
build quality of the Van Hool body, 
we believe we have a vehicle that 
will always command a good 
residual value. We are very 
impressed by the service and 
preparation of the coach given to 
us by Arriva. We would have no 
hesitation in purchasing from them 
again.” 


SCANIA BUS & COACH 
has supplied 
First Group with five OmniCity 
buses which are being used by 
its Potteries subsidiary and four 
Irizar Century-bodied Scania 
KI14IBs to First Bristol for 
National Express Airport work. 


MORTONS 


a 


to National Express specification 


with air conditioning and rear floor 


mounted toilets while the 


OmniCitys are based on CN94UB 


underframes, seat 39 with 31 


standees and have climate control 


and wheelchair ramps. 
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: company 

: believes that 
: the improved 
: specification 
: will 
substantially 
: improve the 
revenue 

: potential 

: generated from 


The coaches are 49-seaters built 


: THE RELAXATION of legal 

: limits on vehicle lengths has 

: enabled Gartocharn-based 

: Lochs & Glens Holidays to 

; invest in five 13.75m 

; Jonckheere Mistral-bodied 

: Volvo BI2Bs from VOLVO BUS 


. The coaches, 


i which feature air conditioning, 
: drinks facilities and centre 

? sunken 

: toilets, have 
: seating for 
: just 57 

: giving 
customers 
: increased 

: legroom. 


The 


_ LOCHS & GLENS HOLIDAYS 


its holiday programme. It has 
decided to replace the whole fleet 
with longer length Volvos over a 
two-year period. Five new 57 
seaters are planned for 2005 and 
another five for the following year. 
The investment is designed to 
accommodate extra demand 
expected after the company’s sixth 
hotel in Arrochar, opens in 2006. 


SOUTH LANCS TRAVEL 


: SOUTH LANCS Travel of 
Atherton, Greater Manchester 
; has become the first North 

; Western operator to take 

: delivery of two Cummins- 

: engined Optare Solos from 

: OPTARE as 

: part of its ongoing fleet 

: renewal programme. The 33- 
: seater buses replace Ivecos on 
: a mixture of local services in 
the Wigan, Bolton and Leigh 

; areas. 


Green Triangle Buses trading as 


: South Lancs Travel is a re- 
: incarnation of the original SLT that 
: operated in St Helens and sold its 
: operations to Arriva in 1997. The 
: new company operates solely 


within Greater Manchester. 

Managing Director Martin Bott 
said that the company switched to 
Optare because the new six-litre 
Cummins engine is his favoured 
option. “The engine section is well 
laid out and everything is 
accessible,” he said. “The larger 
engine means that the buses will 
never be driven flat out. Some of 
my lower powered buses work 
themselves into the ground all day 
and | don't believe that they will 
last as long as these. | believe that 
we are returning back to the 
concept that you need a decent 
size engine for a workhorse that 
has to do |8 hours per day, and 
these are ideal.” 


OPTARE ee 


Silver Coach Lines have the 
following surplus coaches, all 
purchased new and maintained in 
house to a very high standard 
1989 Setra S215 HD, 49 reclining seats, 
toilet, fridge, radio, PA, MoT to Dec 2004, 

wired for video 


1989 Setra S210 Real, 28-seat, air condi- 
tioned, toilet, drinks, radio, PA, wired for 
video, MoT to May 2005. 

1996 Toyota Optimo, 1 

long MoT, choice of 3. 

All coaches in either white or silver with all 
identity in removable vinyl 
Disposal sale so no exchange 
all prices plus VAT 
Contact Ivan on 0773 600 0635 


Excellent low 
mileage tour coach 
Ours from new - Used exclusively on our own 

tour program. Beulas Stergo E - Reg July 
2001. 51 Fainsa Gaudi C seats with foot rests 
(seated to 47 at present with superb leg room 
- dual certified) - rear toilet - hot water - fridge 

- Thermoking climate control - Genuine 
250,000 kms - Iveco serviced from new. 
Bargain at £119,000 + VAT 
Due to imminent replacement 


Call 07785 563385 
FOR SALE 


1984 Volvo B10M Paramount, 57- 
seater, 12m. 
1985 Volvo B10M Paramount, 53- 
seater, 11m. 


1988 Dennis Javelin Paramount, 53- 


seater, 11m. 


1987 Dennis Javelin Paramount, 51- 


seats, 11m. 

1982 Bedford Supreme 5, 
45-seater,10m. 

All MoT’d and taxed in very good condition, 
large amount of Bedford new and used 
parts, 2 sets of Paramount seats complete, 
various Supreme 4 windscreens + side 
windows and Dominant 1 side windows 


01570 423 772 


LEYLAND VAN HOOL 
Royal Tiger 
Inertia seatbelts, 
49-seater exec, 
12 months test, 
very clean 
£10,500 + VAT 
01384 401626 
or 
07977 015930 
(anytime) 


1998 IVECO 


17-seats, full tracking, electric 
wheelchair lift, parcel shelf, locker, 
Eurotrims, 11 months MoT, 
12 months Tax 


£9,500 + VAT 
2000 
RENAULT MASTER 


17-seats, full tracking, wheelchair 
ramp, walnut dash, parcel shelf etc, 
11 months MoT, taxed August 04 


£9.500 + VAT 
Tel: 01904 796110 


Exchange booking deadline Tuesday 2pm 
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MERCEDES COACHES FOR SALE 
DUE TO RENEWAL OF FLEET 


512 1999 - 12 Executive full size seats at 4 tables. Black windows, drinks machine, fridge, 
video, Webasto heater, air conditioning, reversing camera, large boot, 3 point belts and tow bar. 
New MoT, had vehicle made to own spec, one of a kind. Price £24,000 + VAT 
711 1996 - 24-seater with power door, 3 point belts. Just needs re-spray in own colours. 

Price £12,800 + VAT 
611 1995 - 24-seater with power door, lap belts, new Espacher heater, tow bar, rack lights. 


Second owner only used for private hire by this company, hence nice and tidy vehicle. 


Price £12,000 + VAT 


609 1996 - 24-seater plus courier seat, 3 point belts, 2 tables, large boot, tow bar, TV and 


video, new turbo engine. Well liked by customers. Great for Ascot. 


Price £13,800 + VAT 


814 1993 - 33-seater with power door, forced air, lap belts, large boot. Used on all types of 


work. 


Price £17,000 + VAT 


All vehicles have good seats, are good runners and been well maintained 
Office Hours 01268 543543 
Mobile No: 07796 145 451 Lawrence 


1987 Jonckheere 


29-seat Piccolo executive coach, 
Cummins ‘B’ series, double glazed, toi- 
let, TV + video, drinks machine, full 
retrim 2003, centre carpet, blinds etc, 
private plate, over £9,000 spent in last 
12 months, taxed & tested March 
2005. A superb small coach at £12,500 
+ VAT 


1988 Mercedes 609 


19 hi back seats, drop well boot, cur- 
tains, resprayed silver, new wheel 
trims, taxed & tested Oct 2004, 
no longer required 
£2,200 + VAT 
Phoenix Coaches 01823 324636 
(Somerset) 


1989 Dennis Algarve 
51-seat + toilet, MoT March 

‘05, new engine 3 years ago, 
in daily use. £7,000 + VAT 


1989 Paramount 
3200 Volvo 


53-seat + retarder, 
12 month’s MoT, in daily use 
£16,000 + VAT 


Tel: 01264 781283 


Advertise in Exchange 
for only £47.50 
or do 3 weeks and get 
1 week ~° >= 
Tel: 0870 241 8745 
or Fax: 0870 241 8891 


7 x C reg 1985 or 1986 Olympian / 
ECW, 72-seat double deckers 
£7,000 ono each 
2 x F reg 1988 Volvo B10M/Duple 
53-seat single deck £7,500 ono each 
2x H reg 1991 Dart/Reeve Burgess 
35-seats £7,000 ono each 
3 x H reg 1990 Dart Duple-Carlyle 
35-seats £7,000 ono each 
2x Lreg 1994 Metroriders 
25-seat Minibuses £2,500 ono each 
4x H reg 1990 Dart/Carlyle 
25-seats £5,000 ono each 
All vehicles have long MoTs 
Prices exclude tyres and VAT 
Tel: 07977 264257 
Speak to Steve Wolfe 


NDY Coach Sales 


Durham 


2002 Mercedes Sprinter 
413CDI 16-seater Onyx 


5-speed manual, tacho, webasto heater, air 
horn, tow bar, heated screen, wheel trims, 
roof marker lights, skylight, luggage racks, 
forced air ventilation, individual reading 
lights, 3 point belts, 16 high back Fainsa 
seats, fully soft trim, interior in plush blue 
moquette, walnut style dash, radio and CD 
player, curtains, white exterior, 
in excellent order. 


Tel: 0191 377 1802 
Mobile: 07836 545045 


WHEELCHAIR VEHICLE 


Toyota Funcargo (Yaris), wheelchair 
vehicle, 2000 W reg, metallic silver, 
25,000 miles, 1300icc, petrol, 5-door, 
p/a/s, all electrics, a/c, a/b/s brakes, 
cd-tape player, comes with wheelchair 
lift for disabled, twin air bags, superb 
condition. £8,995 


01892 540 421 


D REG MERCEDES 709 
27-seater, 12 months MoT 
£2,250 
1984 LEYLAND LEOPARD 
PLAXTON PARAMOUNT BODY 
55-seats, 12 months MoT 
£4,750 
DUPLE 320 55 SEATS 
SCANIA ‘94 
vgc, MoT’d 
£12,750 
Tel: 01697 331276 or 
07720 560596 


1994 Dennis 
Premier 
53-seats, 

MoT to 11/04 
£22,500 

1989 Dennis 

Duple 320 
57-seats, 

MoT to 05/05 
£10,500 

1987 DAF MB230 
Duple 340 
53-seats, W/C 
MoT to 01/05 


£8,995 
All above fitted with 
retractable seat belts and 
excellent seats 


Tel: 
01384 895436 


1990 Van Hool 
Volvo B10M 
49 recliners 

demountable toilet 
very good condition 
£26,000 + VAT 

P/X Considered 

Minibus or Coach 
Tel: 01228 710810 


WANTED 


33-seat mini bus/coach 
95 - 98, must be in 
good condition and 
reasonably priced. 
No dealers and 
no rubbish please 
Phone Paul 
00353 0872 311571 


Renault Dodge 
Vanguard 
Training Bus 
39-seater, 

J reg, 

MoT until Feb 2005 
Taxed until Sept 2004 
£2,250 ono for a quick sale 
Tel: 01236 628457 


or 
07985 702194 
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AEC RELIANCE PLAXTON ELITE 1969 G reg 53 
seater, 760 engine, ZF gearbox, excellent order, huge restora- 
tion carried out, lovely bodywork, chassis recently silvered, exte- 
rior needs repainting to be sold with new class 6 MOT, excep- 
tional, £3,100 ono NO VAT ESJ Motor Coaches 
07971 483976 (Saltash) 


BEDFORD 1983 500, Turbo recon engine, 6 speed ZF, 
original lights, seat belts, runs well, brand new brake drums, 
worth a look, £1,000 +VAT 01501 771496 or 
07831 187810 


BEDFORD 1984 YNT, 53 belted seats, Paramount 
3200, MoT Dec 04, tax end 11/04 £1,000 ono +VAT 
01384 401626 or 07977 015930 


BEDFORD 1985 YMPS_ PLAXTON 
PARAMOUNT III, 35 seater coach, turbo engine, recent 
retrim, just resprayed plain white, power door, long MoT, ready 
for work £3,995 +VAT 01782 598310 or 07971 
020298 


BEDFORD 1988 CAETANO, 53 seats, test 05/05, 
£5,975 +VAl 01384 895436 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO Mol 27 Jun 05 53 seats, 
retractable belts, clean interior, genuine reason for sale, 
£2,750 +VAl 07909 543023 


BEDFORD 500 TURBO, ZF six-speed box, MoT to Aug 
05, 53 seats, retractable belts, well maintained by commer- 
cial garage, history available, £3,750 +VAT 07909 
543023 


BEDFORD FORD YMT UNICAR 1981 (PP), 53 seats, 
body solid, excellent engine, rare coach, needs some TLC, well 
worth saving, £500 ono NO VATESJ Motor Coaches 
07971 483976 (Saltash) 


BEDFORD YMT 500 DUPLE DOMINANT 
SERVICE BUS, 1976 P reg, 63 seater, 3 and 2 seating, little 
work required for MOT, interior very clean, suitable for preser- 
vation or further use, £650 ono NO VAT ESJ Motor 
Coaches 07971 483976 (Saltash) 


BRISTOL 


BRISTOL 1979 (T) VRT MK3, Gardner engine, ECW, 
only 200 miles since last test, new MoT supplied, very tidy, 
repainted, reliable, £2,000 ono NO VAT ESJ Motor 
Coaches 07971 483976 (Saltash) 


DAF 1984 CAETANO, very good condition with long 
MoT, 4 months tax, recent clutch fitted, recently re-moquetted, 
£5,500 ono +VAT 01262 401848 


DAF 1986 MB200 CARIBBEAN 2, MOTd April 
05, taxed Oct 04, £4,750 ono’s considered, 01225 
700552 


DAF 1984 MB200 CAETANO ALGARVE, 53 
reclining seats, MoT Sept 2005, £5,000 +VAT Moseley 
in the South Ltd 01823 653000 


DAF 1984 MB230 LASER, 57 seats, test 09/04, 
£4,250 VAT 01384 895436 


1989 Daf Van Hool SB3000 
49-seater, Toilet/Washroom, MoT 
May 05 £18,750 
1988 Daf Van Hool SB230 
53/55-seater, demountable Toilet 
/Washroom, MoT May 05 £18,000 
1988 Daf Van Hool SB230 
51/55-seater, demountable Toilet 
/Washroom, MoT Aug 05 £18,000 
1984 Daf Van Hool SB230 
53-seater, MoT Dec 04 £9,500 
All vehicles with Full Service 
History and in daily use 
Contact: Alun 
Jones Motor Services 
Flint, North Wales 
01352 733292 


HIRE PURCHASE 
LEASING 


£P CFL 


PALACE FINANCE LEASE PURCHASE 
& LEASING 


REFINANCE 


BUS & COACH FINANCE AND REFINANCE SPECIALISTS 


NEW START UPS 

NEW & USED VEHICLES 
PRIVATE PURCHASES 
MANAGEMENT BUY OUTS 
FINANCE UP TO 8 YEARS 


COMPETITIVE TERMS 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
CREDIT LINE FACILITIES 
FREE CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE SEASONAL PAYMENTS 
SAME DAY DECISIONS 


Q. DO YOU NEED TO RAISE CASH NOW? 


£5,000 TO £500,000 
LOW DEPOSIT DEALS 
VAT DEFERMENTS 
CCJ’S CONSIDERED 


A. REFINANCE 


RAISE WORKING CAPITAL TIED UP IN YOUR EXISTING FLEET TO CLEAR EXISTING 
FINANCE, BANK OVERDRAFTS AND ANY OTHER OUTSTANDING DEBTS 


TO BENEFIT FROM OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE, CONTACT IAN FRAZER DIRECT 7 DAYS A WEEK 


TEL: 01952 730540 


IAN @palacefinance.fsnet.co.uk 


FAX: 01952 730541 


Evenings and Weekends 07740 53 54 00 


1997 IVECO INDCAR ECO, 33 SEATER MIDICOACH + AIR CON 
1996 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PREMIERE, 48 SEATER + AIR CON 
1992 DENNIS JAVELIN PLAXTON, 53 SEATER 
1992 VOLVO B10M PLAXTON PREMIERE, 49 SEATER 
1991 MERCEDES 0303 PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 53 SEATER 


LL AVAILABLE ON NO/LOW DEPOSIT FINANCE * 


* SUBJECT TO STATUS 


1997 DAF IKARUS 
DAF SB3000 chassis, ZF manual gearbox, 53 reclining seats with lap belts, 
courier seat, double glazed, radio & PA, in very good condition, first reg. 
May 97, MoT 26th April 2005. Exterior in metallic silver or can repaint. 
£49,950 + VAT 


Please call 01487 843333 
or 07834 977555 


DAF 1987 SB2305 PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 
55 seater, low driver, 8.25 DAF DHTD rear engine, 11 months 
MoT, dean & tidy £8,500 ono +VAT 0121 522 2255 


DAF 1987 LAG PANORAMIC, 49 recliners, crew seat, 
belts, centre toilet, £8,000 +VAT Contact Julie 
Hartley, EvoBus (UK) Ltd, 02476 626046 


DAF 1989 LAG PANORAMIC SB3000 49 
SEATER EXEC COACH, Mol just expired, very good inte- 
rior (Vogel seats), £5,500 +VAT For more info tel 
07774 756543 


DAF BOVA CALYPSO X 2, 1984, 53 retrimmed seats, 
belted, one is tested to March 05 and other is out of test 
£1,000 each - £1,500 the pair +VAT 01482 
321655 


DAF BOVA FUTURA FLD, 53 recliners, crew seat, belts, 
radio/cassette (choice of 2), £35,000 +VAT Contact 
Julie Hartley, EvoBus (UK) Ltd, 02476 
626046 


DAF LAG - 49 highback seats, 6 speed, full coach spec, 
tested, available now, £5,000 VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 221 3165 


Selling o DAF for under £6,000? Then take advantage of our 
PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call O870 
241 8745 for details. 


DENNIS DOMINATORS - 1985 with 75 seats available 
now £6,000, tested and including tyres, finance available, 
great choice, Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 


Selling a DENNIS for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - 
call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


Dennis Dart W reg 2000 


Plaxton Pointer 
40-seats, new MoT, 


painted all white £48,000 
Very good condition 
Tel: 07778 352866 or 0161 428 5265 


Dennis Dominators 
1981 - 1986 
Choice of 5, all with 
Voith 3/4 boxes and 
Gardner engines. 
Priced to sell from 
£2,000 


Bellamy Coaches, Nottingham 


0115 928 8833 
07966 542798 


OPEN TOP BRISTOL VRTSL3 19791, MoT April 2005, 
available 1 August, Top Line Travel, 23 Hospital Fields Road, 
York YO10 4EW £3,000 +VAT 01904 655585 


DOUBLE DECKS with all air suspension, tyres included, 
some belted, tested, great choice Volvo, Scania, Alexander 80 
seats from as low as £2,000 +VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 2213165 or 0141 6396107 
evening 


Selling a DOUBLE DECKER for under £6,000? Then take 
advantage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here 
for FREE - call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


Ca 


2 x Duple 425 


Exec fit coaches 88, 53- 
seats, toilet, servery, wired 
video, good Cummins LT 
rear engine, good trim, 
good runners. 

Can test drive - no test. 
York area 
Reasonable offers for the 
pair or would sell seperately 
01377 217461 
(owner retiring) 


‘P’ reg Dennis Javelin Plaxton Premiere 320 
49 recliners plus courier, rear saloon toilet, Jasons drinks machine, new 
Blaupunkt Video and radio PA system, all white with removable vinyls, recent new 
modern mirrors and wheel trims, new tyres, MoT Feb 05, mint condition, low 
mileage, drives superb, only used on quality tours and private hire. 
Smartest Premiere around! 
£43,500 + VAT 
01492 640320 or 07795 347 476 
New vehicle forces reluctant sale 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


FORD 1981, 53 seat, Duple, 8 months Mol, Belted, Recent 
retrim, Very clean & tidy, [deal contract vehicle £3,000 ono 
+VAT 01902 632473 


FORD 1983 R1114 PLAXTON 53 seats, test 05/04, 
£2,500 «VAT 01384 895436 


FORD 1987 PLAXTON PARAMOUNT, 35 belted 
seats, manual gearbox, tested until Oct 9th 04, £2,500 
ono +VAT 01434 688301 


FORD 2000 TRANSIT MINIBUS, 8/12 seater, taxed 
and tested, 2.5 Ford diesel engine unwritten, excellent vehi- 
dle, no offers, £5,999 NO VAT 01702 312236 or 
07792 693238 


FORD H REG DIESEL TRANSIT PCV 14 seater COIF, 
3 point belts, H/B coach seats, to be sold with full PCV test, 
£2,500 ono +VAl 07940 116 427 


FORD R1114 360T PLAXTON SUPREME 1978 
S reg, 53 seater (belted), runs very well, little work needed for 
MOT, interesting number plate, needs tidying and coat of paint, 
£500 NO VAT ES) Motor Coaches 07971 
483976 


FORD TRANSIT 1003 MINIBUS LWB, COIF 6 seats 
+ 3 w/cs VI MOT at present 4 seats + 1 W/C good back- 
up/contract bus in white, £1,650 ono +VAT 01425 
673888 


FORD TRANSIT 15-SEAT MINIBUS, 1998 S reg, 
81,000 miles, white, full belts, a/b/s brakes, p/a/s, 2.5 diesel, 
MoT Feb 2005, twin air bags, s//d, £5,995 +VAT 01892 
540421 


FORD TRANSIT - 1995 8 seats plus the driver, belts, air 
conditioned, manual, available now for only £1,750 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 


FORD TRANSIT DIESEL F REG DORMOBILE, 20 
seats, p/door, lap diagonal belts, PSV, test May 2005, end of 
contrac, £1,400 +VAT 01382 458003 (Scotland) 
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LDV 1999 FACTORY 17 SEAT LDV CONVOY, 
taxed November, PCV tested June 2005, very good condition, 
white, Euroliners, strip lights, don’t miss a good one, fixed price 
£4,000 +VAT 01698 861661 or 07973 
789363 


LEYLAND TIGER, EAST LANCS, CUMMINS L10 ZF 
AUTO, 53 seatbelted seats and 10 standees, test 
March 2005, rebodied 1997, refurbished 2002, 
Express doors, destination equipment, drives 
exceptionally well. Ideal local bus and school 
vehicle £16,000 ono + VAT 


Part exchange suffered 
Boomerang Bus 01684 292 108 
or 07778 66 44 34 


LEYLAND 1978 LEYLAND LEOPARD PLAXTON, 
53 seats, MOT May 2005, seat belts, £995 +VAT 
Titteringtons Penrith 01768 483228 


LEYLAND 1980 LEOPARD PLAXTON, coach seats 
and belts, Mold and taxed, € 1,000 +VAT Call Peter or 
Robert on 01698 870207 


LEYLAND 1980 LEOPARD PLAXTON, service seats, 
Mold and toxed, £1,000 + VAT, 1980 LEYLAND 
LEOPARD for sapres, no sensible offer refused, Call Peter 
or Robert on 01698 870207 


LEYLAND 1982 TIGER PLAXTON, 53 belted seats, 
manual gearbox, tested fo April 21st 05, £2,000 ono +VAT 
01434 688301 


LEYLAND 1983 LEOPARD ALEXANDER T, coach 
seats, Mold and taxed, £1,000 +VAT Call Peter or 
Robert on 01698 870207 


LEYLAND 1983 TIGER 2.45 DUPLE, belted, 53 
seats, no MOT, gearbox u/s, good engine, £500 +VAT 
Titteringtons Penrith 01768 483228 


LEYLAND 1983 TIGER ALEXANDER TS, coach 


LEYLAND TIGER 1984 PARAMOUNT, Mol 
August, drive away, £ 1,250 +VAT01592 713443 or 
mobile 07768 530063 Fife, Scotland 


LEYLAND TIGER 1985 PARAMOUNT 3500 57 
seater, very tidy throughout, retrimmed seats, retractable belts, 
12 months test, £5,950 +VAT 01437 890230 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON 3500, 1985, 53-seats, 
D/G, rec + belts, MoT to end Oct 04. Inspection facilities avail- 
able £4,750 +VAT 01989 720676 (Gloucs) 


LEYLAND TIGER PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 1988, 
53 seater, COF, Aug 05, vehicle in daily use - white and 
unmarked, new clutch, £6,950 +VAT 01724 282277 


LEYLAND TIGER, PLAXTON PARAMOUNT 
3500, 1983, 50-seats, runs well, excellent condition, tested 
to June 05 £2,500 +VAT Hircocus Coaches 01945 
773461 


LEYLAND TIGER $?A PARAMOUNT 3200, 1985, 
57 seats, MoT to Mar 05, very fair condition inside and out, as 
is price, £2,950 +VAT 01865 331249 (Oxford) 


LEYLAND TITAN - 982 and 1983 with 76 service seats, 
semi auto, Gardner engine, available now including tyres 
£1,700 +VAT Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 


ee 


MAN SR280 1985, 53 belted seats, MOT Nov 04, excel- 
lent condition, £1,500 ono +VAT 01946 862091 
or 07884 438217 


ARCOPOLO 


B.A.S.E. Ltd 


For details see our website 
www.basecoachsales.co.uk 
or call 01254 685599 


MERCEDES VITO 108 CDI 
TRAVEL LINER 


First Registered in December 2000. 

Carries 7 passengers and luggage. 

One owner from new. Full service 
history. Very good condition. 


£7,800 ono + VAT 
Contact Russell on 01179 660392 
Mobile: 07734 569625 


MERCEDES 1991 
709 PLAXTON 
BEAVER BUS 


Manual gearbox, 
24-seats, 9 standees, 
MoT May 2005, 
destination gear 
£3,750 ono + VAT 
01282 611123 


1992 Mercedes 709D 


29-seat Carlyle Service Bus, 
manual gearbox, MoT March 2005, 
plain white £4,500 + VAT 

1989 Mercedes 811D 

26-seat Optare Service Bus, 

Allison Auto, MoT June 2005, 

retrimmed seats, plain white 
£2,750 + VAT 


01286 675175 
(North Wales) 


MERCEDES 1990 G REG SERVICE BUS, 29 seats, 
tested Jon 05, ask for Peter £2,200 ono +\AT 
01246 582246 


seats and belts Mold and taxed, € 1,000 +VAT Call Peter 


or Robert on 01698 870207 MAN 


 Marcopolo 


Iveco-Ford 35.10 and 45.10 2.8 turbo 
diesel Daily Classic high roof accessible 
minibuses 
PR &S reg. with 10 to 16 high back 
passenger seats, 3 point belts, full length 
tracking, front entry door with low level step, 
remote control rear under floor tail lift, PAS, 
white, 1 owner, COIF, 
choice from £6,795 + VAT 
New Barn Motor Company 
Horam East Sussex 
01435 813408 or 07885 578375 


IVECO 1992 59.12 DORMOBILE 29 seats, power 
door, racks and boot, MOT June 2005, £5,000 +VAT 
Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 653000 


ICTR a ae 


KIA PREGIO 12 seats, belted metallic paint, electric 
windows and mirrors and fitted with roof rack, 2.7 diesel, air 
conditioning front and rear, tints, side door and tailgate with 
full warranty, only £9,995 +VAT Blythswood 
Motors 0141 2213165 or 0141 6396107 
evening 


Selling an LDV for under £6,000? Advertise it here for FREE 
-call 0870 241 8745 for details. 


LDV CONVOY 13 SEATS, SWB, 1998, Ford engine and 
gearbox, light to medium, full front accident damage, engine 
ok, repairable otherwise good end, £1,500 ono +VAT 
01689 815941 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


LEYLAND 1983 TIGER, DUPLE LAZER, 12m with 
53 belted seats, semi-auto gearbox, tested to June 13th 05, 
£2,000 ono +VAl 01434 688301 


LEYLAND 2 X LEYLAND TIGER ALEXANDER, 57 
seater and 61 seater, Mols Sept and Nov 2004, suitable for 
contrac or schools, £4,750 the pair *VAT 07887 
517501 


LEYLAND ATLANTEAN, 1979, 7]-seats, MoT to June 05, 
good condition, power assisted steering £2,000 +VAT Ivan 
Thomas 02083 974276 or 07710 157 760 


LEYLAND CONVOYS immediate delivery all with 4 years 
warranty from £ 14,850 + VAT, new 16 seat factory to LWB 
seat, metallic silver and power door, panoramic windows, luxury 
plus service LWB spec with gilder door, low step and destina- 
tion, choice of service or dual purpose seats - ready to go now 
Blythswood Motors 0141 2213165 or 
evening 0141 6396107 


LEYLAND DAF - choice available from 1992 to 1998, 16 
seats, high or low roof, belted from £2,000 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 


Leyland Leopard Plaxton IV front, 45 coach seats 
plus belts, fitted n/s/r lift, MoT Sept 04, ready for work 
£1,600 +VAT01989 720676 (Gloucs) 


LEYLAND OLYMPIAN - some low bridge with 77 + 14 
seats, auto gearbox available now, £5,500 +VAT 
Blythswood Motors 0141 221 3165 


LEYLAND $ REG LEOPARD SERVICE BUS, Mol 
October 04, has not been used since last test, £950 ono 
+VAT 01495 248793 or mobile 07906 
031487 


Mercedes 709D 
1993 


Plaxton Beaver, 29 


coach seats with 
retractable lap 
belts, MoT March 


) @ 2005, power door, | 


destination gear 
£11,950 


Mercedes 709D 
1993 
L reg, Dormobile, 


25 bus seats, would 


go to 29 seats, 
Allison automatic, 
power door and 
destination gear 
£4,950 


Mercedes 709D 
1991 
Europa body 
25 highback seats, 
retractable lap belts. 
Fully retrimmed, includ- 
ing new floor and 
centre strip to ceiling, 
Recaro type drivers 
seat 
£9,950 


Mercedes 709D 
1994 
L reg, Alexander, 
19 retrimmed coach 
seats, lap belts, 
power door, 
painted in white 
£11,950 
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Mercedes 709 - 814 Minibus/coach 
16 - 33 seats / Power Door / Lap + 3 point belts option / 
Diptac options 
PRICES FROM £125 PER WEEK 
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1999 Mercedes Benz 512 
Vario 
Excel conversion 


16 seats, V.G.C, large boot, 
3 point high back seats 


£18,000 ono 


Tel: 01738 628657 
or 
07778 912131 (Mobile) 


1990 Alexander-bodied 
Mercedes 709D 
Power door, 25 service seats, 4 new 
tyres, new rear brake drums and 
brake pipes, recent respray, 
P.S.V.d until April 05, C.O.1.F. 
Excellent little workhorse 
£4,500 ono 
Contact Stanley on 07715 137157 
or 02885 556944 (NI.) 


Mercedes-Benz 614 


1998, 25-seats, large boot, air condi- 
tioning, Radio/cassette/PA, Video/TV, 
white exterior, low mileage, 
MoT Jul 2005. Immaculate condition. 
£20,995.00 + VAT 
020 7481 4088 (London) 


MERCEDES 1991 410, 6 seats + w/chair, £1,495 +VAT 
Eurotaxis in Bristol Call Keith 07970 
096262 


MERCEDES 1993 25 SEATER, 8 standees, 709D 
Alexander body, MoT expires Oct 2004, re-painted white, end 
of contract forces sale, £4,350 +VAT 01298 871222 
www.andrews-of-tideswell.co.uk 
info@andrews-of-tideswell.co.uk 


MERCEDES 609D, J Reg, 21 coach seats, power door, twin 
luggage racks, large dropwell boot, retrimmed and painted in 
white, ready to work £4,750 +VAT Nextbus 01249 
462 462 www.next-bus.co.uk 


MERCEDES 609D, N Reg, 20 bus seats, power door, desti- 
nation gear, manual gearbox £4,950 +VAT Nextbus 
01249 462 462 www.next-bus.co.uk 


MERCEDES 709D, 1993 | Reg, 709D Dormobile, power 
door, setination gear, choice 25/27 seats, Allison auto gearbox 
£4,950 +VAl Nexthus 01249 462 462 
www.next-bus.co.uk 


MERCEDES 811D, 1990 H Reg, 31 bus seats, Allison auto, 
power door £4,250 +VAT Nextbus 01249 462 462 
www.next-bus.co.uk 


MERCEDES 1994 208, w/chair, 5 seats, new Mol, 
£1,995 +VAl Eurotaxis in Bristol Call Keith 
07970 096262 


MERCEDES 1995 410, 16 seats, | owner, £3,995 
+VAT Eurotaxis in Bristol Call Keith 07970 
096262 


MERCEDES 1996 609, w/chair, long MoT, 7 seats, side 
power door, £5,995 +VAl Eurotaxis in Bristol Call 
Keith 07970 096262 
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MERCEDES 33 SEATS, 2004 luxury delivery mileage only 
also 29 seat 2004 luxury with Telma if you have the work for 
any type of vehicle we will help finance the best deal possible, 
belted dual purpose Mercedes 33 highback seats, luggage racks 
Telma, boot Telma, and give you almost 100% reliability and 
20 mpg, you cannot do better, Blythswood Motors 
0141 221 3165 


MERCEDES 609 24 SEATER, inertia seatbelts, hi-back 
seats, 12 months Mol, taxed, good condition, £3,500 +VAT 
01384 401626 or 07977 015930 


MERCEDES 814 WELFARE BUS, one owner, 1992 J 
reg, 4.01 diesel, 12 seats but will take 26, c/w Ricon wheel chair 
lift, p/a/s, all seats on tracking, £5,995 +VAT 01892 
540421 


MERCEDES DUBRAVA COACH 1989, 49 seats, 
toilet, 0M422 engine, recent rebuild, airdoor mechanism 
renewed, private plate, being prepared for Mol, £3,500 +VAT 
01903 261554 


MERCEDES 1987 (E) ALEXANDER, 24 coach seats, 
belts, power door, long MOT, £1,500 no VAT, contact 
Andy on 07773 785143 


MERCEDES LIMITED OFFER - 10 weeks to STOCK -new 
Mercedes 33 Auto Services buses with parabolic spring suspen- 
sion, what a comfort, also Dual Purpose as above with 33 belted 
highback seats, lugguage racks and boot and giving over 20 
MPG, Auto or Manual, Blythswood Motors 0141 
221 3165 / 0141 639 6107 evening 


MERCEDES SERVICE SPEC, from 1989 to 2001, choice 
of bodies, seating capacity, manual or auto, all in stock from 
£1,250 +VAl Blythswood Motors 0141 221 
3165 


MERCEDES VITO TRAVELINER 9 seater beautiful 
design, finish and performance available now in 88 BHP/109 
BHP/150 BHP long or extra long wheelbase, quick release seats, 
luggage space, factory built, 6 speed gearbox, 3 years warranty, 
4 doors and tailgate or 6 & rear door, CDI engine giving over 
50 MPG, can take up to 2 wheelchairs, immediate delivery from 
£16,500 +VAI Blythswood Motors 0141 
2213165 or evening 0141 6396107 


MERCEDES - BENZ 609, £ reg, 23seats, belted, MoT to 
April 05 £3,000 ono +VAT 01656 862505 07977 
283018 


Selling a MERCEDES-BENZ for under £6,000? Then take 
advantage of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for 
FREE - call 870 241 8745 for details. 


METRORIDER OPTARE MK2, 1994 33+eats, tax to 
June 05, MoT to Nov 04, painted white, good condition 
£3,500 +VAT Call Derek on 07887 481797 


METRORIDER OPTARE MK2, 1994 33seats, tax to 
June 05, MoT to Nov 04, painted yellow and blue, good condi- 
tion £3,500 +VAT Call Derek on 07887 481797 


> 


Vehicle Sales 


é 


¥ 


NEW 


racks, 4 weeks 


Spec. 


USED 


814 PLAXTON CHEETAH, 33 coach seats, RL&B, radio/ PA, full coach 


614 MERCEDES RL&B,,24 seats, power'door, deep boot, curtains 


2001 (P/P) MERCEDES 412, 16 seater 
1996 (N) MERCEDES 711, 29 seats, Mellor-body, coach built & spec. 


WESTERN 
COMMERCIAL 


311 SPRINTER TRAVELINER FACTORY: BUILT, 17 high back seats 
814 PLAXTON BEAVER, 2 plus 33 coach seats; L+D belts, Bus 
Chassis bus body, DDA dual purpose, service spec. boot and luggage 


MELFORD ROAD, RIGHEAD IND. EST., 
BELLS HILL, LANARKSHIRE 
CONTACT JOHN LEITCH on 01698 498999 
or EVENINGS 01357 521888 


E-L 
. ' % * : 
MINIBUS 1986 RENAULT MASTER Petrol 33137 


miles 1] seats belted tail lift. Easily converted to 8 seater, MoT 
12/9/04, must go, £550 NO VAT 01702 540456 


FORD TRANSIT 1987 LOW ROOF, 15 seats diesel 
with 5 speed gearbox, taxed, MoT 31 August 2004, £650 +VAT 
01202 490333 (Dorset) 


FORD TRANSIT 2.51D 15 seater N95 120,000 miles PSVd 
Nov 04, mint condition, towbar rear heated screens selling due 
to fleet upgrade £3,295 o.v.n.o. +VAT 01443 
433930 


1997 IVECO FORD 
COACHBUILT COACH 
29-seats, fitted with lap and 
diagonal belts. 
Luggage racks and 
rear dropwell boot. 
Colour white. 
Vehicle complete with 
12 months PSV test 
£16,000 plus VAT 
Tel: 0116 282 4270 


FORD TRANSIT J reg Welfare Ambulance, WB Diesel, 
underfloor lift, Unwin tracking, £1,000 ono +VAT 
01322 226318 


Ford Transit Minibus 1998 
S reg, full 3 point seatbelts, ABS 
brakes, PAS, 2.5 diesel, 

1 full year’s MoT, 17-seats 

£5,750 + VAT 
Ford Transit Minibus 
S reg, ABS brakes, PAS, 2.5 
diesel, 1 year’s PSV MoT 
£5,750 + VAT 
Tel: 01255 224477 or 
07909 960588 


G REG 12 SEAT TRANSIT DIESEL with hide away tail 
lift PSV MoT Nov 04 £1,400 ono +VAT 01495 
248793 or mobile 07906 031487 


LDV 400 L94 17 seater, PSVd Dec 04, Al condition for year 
new engine rebuild by DAFs, too many new parts to list, ideal 
for contracts and night work, £1,295 o.v.n.o. +VAT 
01443 433930 


LDV CONVOY, 17 str, R98, 12 months PSV, 1 previous owner, 
rear non slip floor (no carpet), new towbar euroliners, drives 
like new transit running gear 102,000 miles, £4,295 
o.v.n.o. *VAT 0800 8497140 


MCW 1988 28 seats with boot, taxed, MOT November 2004, 
coach seats, lap belts, £2,950 +VAT 01202 490333 
(Dorset) 


N REG, 96, Ford Transit 2.5 semi hi-roof, 11 seats or 6 + 1 
wheelchair, not PSV, Mol Oct 04 £2,600 ono +VAT 01656 
862505 07977 283018 


R 98, LWB LDV Convoy 400, 17-seats, Hi-toof, COIF, PSV, side- 
loading door, factory conversion, 3-point belts, new test 
£3,300 ONO +VAI 01656 862505 07977 
283018 


RENAULT MASTER 1995 T35 DIESEL, 16 seater 
with power plug door, coach rear end with boot and under floor 
luggage, long Mof, clean & tidy £2,995 No VAT 01270 
768800 or 07810 011939 (Cheshire) 


Selling a MINIBUS for under £6,000? Then take advantage 
of our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


TALBOT EXPRESS 1990, 15-seat, diesel, SLD, good seats 
and fyres, any trial, Dorset area £1,000 +VAT a b travel 07831 
664802 


PRICE-LESS -— ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


F and PSV s jenuine miles fro £26, 500 
Eee ncn Cah | | new power steering Wit r door & offside emergency exit @ front entry lowered step @ 17 luxury H/B soft trim seats @ 3 
0 a panoramic tinted windows @ parcel shelves @ interior reading lights with dim facility 
a er @ full sound system @ latest spec 90 psi Ford Duro Torque Turbo diesel engine 
Full COIF and 4 years warranty, concept conversion, built and ready to go today 


2002 LDV CONVOY, 51 PLATE LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT| |2000 LDV CONVOY 17 SEAT 
17 Seat Factory Minibus, FACTORY MNES LWB Hi roof. SLD, | | FACTORY MINIBUS 
LWB, High Roof, SLD, latest spec Ford 17 forward facing h LWB, High roof SLD, PAS, 17 
Duratorque, Turbo Diesel engine and 3 point Inertia belts. 25 5 Fo e forward facing H/B seats with 3 
gearbox, H/B seats, 3 point inertia gearbox. Full sound system, interior) |noint inertia belts, interior lighting, 
belts, interior lights and full sound lighting. Low miles. Power steering} | 5 Ford Diesel engine and gearbox 
system £8,995 £7,995 Excellent value @ £5,995 OLYMPUS CONVERSION LUXURY MINICOACH 
Standard Spec includes: @ PAS @ 16 high back M2 seats on tracking @ 3 point inertia belts 
with certificate @ tinted windows @ parcel racks @ quad vent @ rear heater @ front entrance 
with lowered step @ 8 speaker hi-fi @ 4 interior lights with dim facility @ COIF and 4 years 
warranty. 


DAVID FISHWICK VEHICLE SALES L_pyv 


FORMERLY KNOWN AS NORTH WEST VEHICLES LTD. 


WE LL CHANGE THE WAY 
NORTH WALLEY, COLNE BBS ORF TE ee eteT vans. 


TEL: 01282 G15138/867772 feces 


For new OPTARE and |—E 
Quality pre-owned 16 to “ seaters 


Tel: (01302) 833203 or 831756 
e-mail: sales@alanwhitecoachsales.com 
www.alanwhitecoachsales.com 
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New Solera 31/39 New Soroco 16 New Bonito 16 New Mercedes 24 ‘'Y' Solera Exec 26 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm routeONE 29 july 2004 33 


ss HOLT YOU TRIED THE REST, 


BUS & COACH SPECIALISTS N OW CO M E TO TH E B EST F 


BRAND BRAND 
NEW BMC NEW BMC 
SCHOOL BUS PROBUS 


Fitted with courier seat, 
PA system, Cummins Euro 


60-seaters, Cummins Euro III 


engine, Allison auto gearbox, 
in yellow. Immediated III, 6 speed manual gear- 


delivery. Ring fordetails! 9 , box or 5 speed auto, ferry 
see lift, air con, radio cassette, DVD, TV and video, tinted glass, wheel 


AANCY A NEW VEHICLE? — trims all at no extra cost. Unbeatable Deals to be had - Manual 
- THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A ET in stock 


KING LONG 


KING LONG 6127 


Fully fitted with extra's as 
STANDARD. 3xTV's, DVD. radio / 
CD player, half leather trim 
drinks machine, fridge, Pa 
system, air con, complete with 
350 Cummins Euro III engine, 
ZF gearbox, ZF axle 

GREAT VALUE FOR MONEY - NEED TO KNOW MORE, JUST CALL 


BRAND NEW BMC FALCON SERVICE BUS 
40 seats, 26 standee’s, wheelchair facility, lowering suspension, 
built in wheelchair ramp, Cummins Euro III engine, Voith gear- 
box, Rockwell axle compliant to DDA regulations. July delivery 


MINICOACHES 


i) Matte ee, 20 eee ewer eee Mercedes 814 Vario 1998, large selection, fully tested, 25/27 seaters 


months test £4,500 ; 

J Metrorider, 29-seater, dual purpose, coach seats £4,500 1992/93/94 Dennis Darts J Reg through to L Reg, seating capacity from 28-40, 
L Mercedes 709 Minicoach, 25-seater, dual purpose, seat belted, 12 months | Some East Lancs, but mainly Plaxton and Wrights 

test, plain white £9,750 


1992-1994 from various operators, 
seating capacity from 28-34 


COACHES 


DAF Caetano Algarve, 53 
seats, DAF rolling stock, large 
engine, white, manual 
£10,995 £7,995 


“ona 


1995 x2 Iveco 59.12, 
18 seaters, painted, can 
upgrade to 27 seats 


1 x Dennis Dart 40 . a 
seater Wrights body with 2 1994 Dennis Dart, East Lancs 


point belts, ideal school/ body, 34 seats, fully painted in 
service bus, 12 months test, __ red, full seat retrim and test 
painted, rare beast 


DENNIS DART 28 seater, standard floor service bus, for more details call us. 


Competitive finance arranged, low deposit, 
Tel: 01204 650999 Fax: 01204 665300 Mobile: 07970 681096 up to 7 year terms on new vehicles, finance 


Email: bevholt@bdholt.co.uk www.bdholt.co.uk arranged on used vehicles all competitive 
Cuthbert Street Garage, Bolton BL3 3SD rates - subject to status 


HOLLOWAY 
COMMERCIALS 


IN STOCK NOW, THESE SUPERB MARK V 
21, 22 AND 26 SEATERS 


@ FULL SIZE RECLINING SEATS @ 3 POINT LAP DIAGONAL SEAT BELTS @ ROOF EXTRACTION 
@ CD PA @ GENEROUS PART EXCHANGE ALLOWANCE @ IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


THIS SUPERB MARK V 21 SEATER 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


@ FINISHED IN WHITE @ 21 RECLINING SEATS @ 3 POINT LAP AND DIAGONAL SEAT BELTS 
@ CD PA @ IMMEDIATE DELIVERY @ CALL NOW FOR FULL DETAILS ON THESE AND OTHER USED 
OPTIMOS 


ONLY FROM HOLLOWAY 


ALL FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE UP TO 7 YEARS TO PAY 


01902 636661 


Open 6 Days - Closed Sundays 


J10 M6 60 Walsall Road, Willenhall, West Midlands, WV13 2EF J10 M6 
Email sales@hollowaycommercials.co.uk 


www.hollowaycommercials.co.uk 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


Neoplan Cityliner 
Mercedes V8 Tri Axle 


48-seats, choice of 2,1993,1996, both taxed 
and tested, fully executive 2 TV monitors, 
kitchen & table, private plates, 
8-speed manual, well maintained 
£100,000 the pair 
or will split £ Offers 
Tel: 07885 482007 
BHC Coaches 


NEOPLAN 1984 CITYLINER (DAF 11.6) 51 reclining 
seats, £4,000 +VAT Moseley in the South Ltd 
01823 653000 


OPTARE 


Oct 2000 Solera 2 
Euro 3 Atego 


Low emmisions engine, low road tax 
£165 per annum, 229,000km from 
new. 39 rec + courier, radio cassette, 
video, monitor, AC, double glazed. 
Euro Liners fitted etc, 6 new tyres. 
Tested and taxed March 05. 
£58,500 ono 
Tel: 01786 814319 Mob: 07831 637985 


W reg (Feb 2000) 
Optare Solo 
8.5m, full width, 
low floor, citybus, 
27 integral seats, 
belted + wheel- 
chair access, 
Mercedes Benz 
telma, electric 
destination gear, 
choices 
Contact 
Dave Witte 
Bebb Travel 
01443 215137 


> 


RENAULT 1992 MASTER 16 seats, MOT Oct 2004, 
£1,000 +VAT Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 
653000 


36 29 July 2004 routeONE 


RENAULT 1997 TRAFFIC, 4 seats plus w/chairs, TI00D 
MoT, lowering suspension, £1,495 +VAT Eurotaxis in 
Bristol Call Keith 07970 096262 


Pos 
1989 Scania Van Hool Alizee 
49/53-seater, 
centre sunken toilet, 
fridge, water boiler, webasto, 
MoT Jan 05, 
£21,000 
Phone Ken on 01728 830414 
or 07887 898425 


SCANIA 1986 K93 K112 JONCKHEERE P599, 
49 reclining seats, centre sunken toilet, £6,000 +VAT 
Moseley in the South Ltd 01823 653000 


Selling a SCANIA for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


Cee 


SETRA 1987 $215 HR INTEGRAL 49 recliners, crew 
seat, belts, centre toilet, £15,000 +VAT Contact Julie 
Hartley, EvoBus (UK) Ltd, 02476 626046 


SETRA 1990 $215 HD INTEGRAL, 49 recliners, crew 
seat, belts, centre toilet, fridge, new MOT, £25,000 +VAT 
Contac Julie Hartley, EvoBus (UK) Ltd, 
02476 626046 


se 


TOYOTA 1995 CAETANO OPTIMO 3, 18 recliners, 
crew seat, belts, luggage space, £19,950 +VAT Contact 
Julie Hartley, EvoBus (UK) Ltd, 02476 
626046 


> 


VAN HOOL B58 SUPREME, 1980, 1] metre, 53 good 
seats, repanelled, retractable belts, smart coach, 11 months test, 
private plate £2,950 +VAT 01437 890230 


TR 6147 


Charlie the Charabanc 
25-seater Coach, PSV 
MoT 12 months £17,000 + VAT 
Call Alan : 07956 631261 
or London Duck Tours on 
0207 401 8542 


VOLVO B10M PLAXTON 320, 1999, 53/57 seats, air 
conditioning, aircraft lockers, Fainsa Gaudi seats, long MoT 
£77,000 +VAI call John 07973 443032 


VOLVO 1980 PLAXTON 57 SEATS, test 04/05, 
£3,250 +VAI 01384 895436 


1999 Volvo B10M 
Plaxton Premier 350 


49/53-seat exec, toilet, servery, 
air con, long MoT, very clean 
£86,950 
Tel: Ken Robins 
07779 888880 


N Reg B10M Mk4 Premiere 350 
49 recliners, N/S/R floor toilet.Retractable 
belts.New TV/Video/Radio/CD/Mic. Curtains, 
carpets, double glazing. ZF fully auto G/box. 
(New E.C.U.). complete new interior refur- 
bishment. Resprayed in 2K unwritten white. 
Blank rear screen, aircraft rack lockers. 
Tested till 2005. Ready to work, excellent 
condition. £53,000 + VAT ono 
Tel: 020 8571 3805 or 020 8574 8764 
Mobile: 07957 144922 
E-mail photos available on request 


VOLVO 1982 DUPE 53 seats, test 09/04, £3,500 +VAT 
01384 895436 


VOLVO 1990 VOLVO BIOM VAN HOOL 
ALIZEE, 53 recliners, crew seat, belts, rear toilet, cont door, 
£22,500 +VAI Contact Julie Hartley, EvoBus 
(UK) Ltd, 02476 626046 


VOLVO 1991 PLAXTON VOLVO B10M, 49 seats, 
MoT Nov 04, Double glazed, 5 steamy windows, new tyres all 
round, cheap to clear, £12,500 ono +VAT 01384 894 
020 or 07843 469470 


Selling a VOLVO for under £6,000? Then take advantage of 
our PRICE-LESS offer and advertise it here for FREE - call 
0870 241 8745 for details. 


VOLVO B58 1979 Good engine, gearbox, tyres, new alter- 
nator, no MOT, £1,000 ono + VAT 01322 226318 


P.P. (89) Van Hool Volvo 
B10M, 55-str, retrimmed b 
Magic, c/s, tv/vgc 
£25,995 ovno 
96 (N) Plaxton Premier B10M, 49 
str, Exec, white, VGC, tv, drinks, etc. 
£41,995 ovno 


L (93) Jonckheere Deauville B10M, 
49 exec, white, vgc 


£35,995 ovno 
P.P (87) Plaxton Paramount B10M, 
49/53 retrimmed seats, long MoT, 


vgc, £11,995 ovno 
1984 (A) Plaxton Paramount B10M, 
57 seater, long MoT, plain white, 
VGC £9,995 ono 
1991 Plaxton Paramount B10M 
Auto, 55 str, £19,995 ono 
All prices subject to VAT 
Finance available subject to status 


Contact Andy 
07773 785143 


98S Volvo Olympian 
East Lancs 76 seats 
£67,500 


94/95 M Dennis Darts 
Plaxton Pointers 

41 seats - choice 
from £18,250. Please 
ring for details. 


93K Dennis Javelin(man) 
Plaxton Premier 320 
49+wce or 53 seats. 
£24,000. 


2001 Optare Solo SLF 
9.2M, 29 seats, 
£52,500 
01342 715 222 
Full stock list and photos at: 
www.southdownpsv.co.uk 


All prices quoted exclude VAT! 


PRICE-LESS — ring 0870 241 8745 for details 


routeONE 


Service Buses for sale 
due to on-going fleet replacement 


| Si 
——s 1x F Reg 1989 Leyland Tiger 
11m, Duple 300, Semi Auto, 
55 seats + 23 standing. 
Tested until June 05. 
£6750 


1996 Mercedes 312 Sprinter 
Medium Wheelbase, 14 seat, PSV, 
MoT July 2005, high back seats 
with 3 point belts, rear seats on 
tracking, V.G.C., well maintained 
£7,950 


Mercedes 412 Twin Wheel, 
16 seat PSV with auto gearbox, 12 
months PSV test and COIF 


Vehicle Sales 


1998 (R) Mercedes 310D LWB, 
15 passenger seats with 3 point belts, 12 
months MoT, COIF, absolute mint condi- 
tion, only 55,000 miles guaranteed, 


£9,750 


4x J Reg 1992 Dennis Lances, 
Alexander PS bodies, single door, 
47 seats + 21 standing, 
Cummins 8 litre engines, 
ZF Auto boxes, various long tests. 
£16000 each. 


3x H Reg 1991 Leyland 
Olympians, 

Leyland bodies, Normal Height, 
Single door, 78 seats + 17 standing, 
ZF auto, 

June, July & August 05 tests. 
£19950 each. 


2x G Reg 1990 Leyland Olympians, Alexander RH bodies, Low Height, Single 
door, 77 seats + 10 standing, ZF auto, Tachos, Will have new test or price 
reduced for August/September 04 tests. £19950 each 
1x H Reg 1991 Dennis Javelin, Duple 300 body, 55 seats + 20 standing, ZF 
Auto, tested to February 2005 £10750 
1x PP 1994/1982 Leyland Tiger 11m East Lancs Rebody. Semi Auto, 51 seats + 
16 standing. Will have new test or price reduced for end July 04 test. £6750 
All prices plus VAT and Tyres at cost. 


Contact Andrew on 07919 492487 or 
Roger on 01204 386917 


HANSAR 
ror more FLEXIBLE 
BUS an COACH 


FINANCE 


Zoails\ 


For all enquiries call Hansar on 0161 488 4000 


All finance is subject to status and only available to persons aged 18 
or over. Business users only. Hansar Finance Limited, Bridgeway 
House, Mellor Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire SK8 5AU. 


Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


underfloor lift, new respray, any trial 
£9,750 


1996 (N) Mercedes 711D Turbo 

Manual gearbox, 24 seat, coachbuilt 

accessible minibus, high back seats, 3 

point belts, all seats on tracking, PSV test 

till June 2005, COIF, PLS underfloor \ift, 

£8,995 1995 (M) Mercedes 609D 
Manual, 16 seater PSV with space for 
6 wheelchairs, PLS cassette type lift, MoT 

1995 (M) Mercedes 609D till June 2005, Power door, heater, 3 point 

Accessible Minibus, Devon Conversion, seatbelts, Just serviced, very clean and 

certified for 6 wheelchairs, and 16 £6,995 

passengers seats, seatbelts, PLS under 

floor lift. PSV MoT April 2005, mint condi- 

tion, Euroliners fitted, very well main- 


£7,9 
een 1984. Volvo B10M Paramount 3500, 
53 seater, full MoT, any trial, £7,950 


Choice of Mercedes £1,500 - £15,000 
Take a look at our website for more great used coaches. 


www.usedcoachsales.co.uk 


All prices subject to VAT. Based in Cheshire 


Mercedes 614 ONYX, 24 seats, p/door, Luggage Racks & Boot, Immediate 
Mercedes 413 ONYX, 16 seats with O/S door, boot racks, September 
Mercedes 814 MWM33, coach seats, stainless steel frame, Immediate 

Immediate 


Mercedes 814 MWM29, as above but with Air-Con, 


2001(Y) Mercedes Solera, 26 leather seats, huge luggage space & full executive 
specification including Air-Con 
2000 (W) Mercedes Cymric, 33 coach seats 
2000 (X) Mercedes 311, 16 seats new conversion 
1999 (V) Iveco Daily 35-10, 16 coach seats with power door 
1998 (R) Mercedes 814 Nouvelle 1, 29 plus courier 
1994 (M) Mercedes 609, Onyx 24 seats with power door 
1993 (K) Mercedes sul oe 29 coach seats & power door 


Contact Maleoliit' Watkins 


jadieasies on oe 
Orx 


The Coach 


® 


Fax: 01452 859222 Mobile: 0780 3133061 
Tel: 01452 859111 
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Classified booking deadline Monday 4pm 


38 29 July 2004 routeONE 


routeONE Trader Vehicle Sales 


OPTARE 


A choice of three identical pre-owned 10.7 metre Excel 
vehicles in excellent condition and at an attractive price. 


New 12 month MOT. 

38 individual seats with lap and diagonal inertia reel 
seat-belts. 

Low floor, wheelchair accessible. 

Cummins B Series 160bhp engine with Allison 
automatic gearbox and integral retarder. 

One owner from new. First registered December 1999. 
Painted all over white. 


Optare Group Ltd, Manston Lane, Leeds, LS15 8SU. 
Tel: 0113 264 5182, Fax:0113 260 6635, E-Mail: bussales@optare.com 


LEINSTER VEHICLE 
DISTRIBUTORS LTD 
KILKENNY, IRELAND 
NEW MERCEDES 0814 VARIO 
24 seater + courier, various options, full spec, 
immediate delivery, from £42,500 ; 
2003 BMC 35 seater coach, 18,000 miles, P 
full spec, ready to go, price to sell £67,000 | ; 1996 (N) Plaxton Premier 350 
NEW MERCEDES EURO LX | ow ? Good condition, 49-seats + crew, centre toilet, was air cond but compressor u/s, 
‘ otherwise all working & OK. MoT Nov 04. Currently in Disney livery but definately 
not a mickey mouse motor. Cheapest on market at £45,00 + VAT 


29/33 seates, full spec. Arriving shortly. 


Many more models to choose from 
All new vehicles include COIF & delivery to UK 
NO VAT APPLIES ON EXPORT 
DUE TO STRENGTH OF STERLING WE OFFER 
BEST PRICES IN EUROPE 


FINANCE AVAILABLE AT KEEN RATES 
70 Seat Coach 
SUBJECT TO STATUS We are in a position to release a second 70-seat coach from our fleet. 


1989 Dennis Javelin 70-seat coach 
3 point seat belts, new MoT test, manual gearbox. move all the little darlings in 


; NEW MERCEDES EURO one go - and charge more for it! Good runner and very reliable. Special offer 
C7 i >. LX29 FOR IMMEDIATE £25,995 

oe We will take a p.x. on either of these coaches - especially if you have an 

ides : 


DELIVERY automatic you want to move on! Just phone for a chat and offer us what you 
For UK Sales Contact: have - as long as it isn’t a Bedford, - I’m allergic to them 
Call Peter or Tim 020 8858 0031 


SZUDWIOSIZABAPL ANOA adeI/d 0} FHZ8 IVT OZ8O SUIY PIIJZJISSEID 


Steve Taylor Coachsales on 
ho ) 01638 780010 
For Northern Ireland Contact: 
Kevin Quinn at Loughshore Auto's 048 8673 7325 


Orders now being taken for July and August Delivery 
For full specification check our website www.l|vd.ie 
For Scotland & S. Ireland Contact: 


Donal at Leinster Vehicles 1992 Toyota Caetano Mk 2 1989 Volvo Van Hool 


. = 18 reclining seats, seat belts, courier 53 reclining seats, 
Phone: 00353 - 56 8831899 mig tegen 


a 3 seat, fridge, recent new engine, 
Check our website for updated stocklist MoT/Tax, v.g.c. £7,995 £23,000 ono 


www.lvd.ie sales@lvd.ie Call 07971 279597 or 023 80 471800 
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routeONE | WYAa@EMF vehicle Sales 
[rane [ower [wale | Pom | aor | Sa |. Ri 
Excluding VAT 


W401 PRC, Mercedes 
choice of 2 Nottingham Hispano Auto + A/C 


M37 HJR Birmingham Scania/Van Hoo 16/03/1995 Auto 


SIL 1898 Flights Volvo/Plaxton 27/03/1992 Auto + A/C 


SJ8113 Nottingham Scania/Joncheere | 25/03/1988 Man + A/C 


HIL 8286 Volvo/MCI 
choice of 3 Nottingham rebodied 2001 13/02/1986 


H3 FTG Birmingham 1991 


GLZ 3138 Volvo/Plaxton 19/03/1990 


Choice of 6 
service buses Nottingham Leyland Lynx 1990 


WDA 999T Nottingham Daimler Fleetline 1979 


TFU 62T Nottingham Daimler Fleetline 1979 


MIL 8334 Nottingham DAF SB3000 


continen 


Rutherfords Travel have the 
following vehides for disposal: 


2 x 1995 Volvo B6R, long MoT, 35 seats, 
Jonckheere body £49,000 + VAT ONO 


2.x 1995 Leyland National, Cummins = 


engine, Allison gearbox, 51 seats MCW - 198] to 82 with 72 


33-seater, reg 2000, taxed, 0141 221 3165 
MoT Feb ‘05, excellent 
Tel: 01403 786303 or condition, owned from new. 


07836 775069 £46,850 + VAT 
Tel: 01653 690500 


1993 Setra S215H £44,000 + VAT ONO 


Star Buy 
1983 Volvo B10M Jonckheere P50 
51 reclining seats (new retrim). : 
rear sunken toilet, boiler, : 
12 months test, radio & PA 
£7,950 + VAT 


the fi 


1984 Volvo B10M Plaxton 
3500 Paramount 
53 recliners, TV, Video, 
curtains, radio & PA 
£6,950 + VAT 


1982 Volvo B10M Van Hool 
51 reclining seats (retrimmed), 
radio & PA 
£6,500 + VAT 


| hav 


All above in daily use with road tax, current 
MoT & Private Plates 


. 
Bargains 

1983 Volvo B10M VanHool, 53 reclining seats (re-trimmed), including all mechanical 

work complete. New boot and low step conversion over £4,000 recently spent, needs 

little work to finish but no time at moment, drives superb £7,950 + VAT with 12 


way 


months test 
1980 Volvo B58 Plaxton Viewmaster, 57-seater, retrimmed in latest Graffiti, seat 
belts, Blaupunkt PA £2,695 


Tel: 01257 473333 
or Mobile: David 07740 417969 


Rin 


Classified Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


Bryan Garrett from 
Coachmaster was delighted 


after selling his Scania within 


“| have advertised twice 
this year and both times 


response and sold my 
vehicles straight away. 
routeONE is an excellent 


You can find a buyer too 


Vehicles Less 
than £20,000 


1990 DAF $B2300 JONCKHEERE 
DEAUVILLE ZF 6 soeed gearbox, 51 
seats, double glazed, continental door, 
toilet, radio/pa/cassette 


1987 DAF LAG PANORAMIC, ZF 6 speed 
gearbox, 49 seats, double glazing, 


tal door, Telma, TV/video, Drinks. 


All Vehicles are Available Now 
Please call 01709 705500 


to make us an offer 


ond Fax: 01709 700007 NEE LAN Web: ww.mentorpic.com 9 


seats, belts, Telma, Auto available SERVICE BUSES - choice of Iveco’s, Metroriders, Renaults, 


refurbished £7,500 + VAT ONO now £2,500 + VAT, also 1982 with 76 service seats, fully auto Mercedes from 1989 to present, 19 to 27 seats plus standees, 
Mercedes C heetah available now £3,500 +VAT Blythswood Motors — manual or auto, from £ 1,250 in stock now Blythswood 


Motors 0141 2213165 


with routeONE 


rst week of advertising. 
He commented, 


e had a tremendous 


of finding a buyer.” 


g 0870 241 8745 
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routeONE 


By Order of 
Torrs Coaches (Nottingham) Ltd 
(Due to the Sale of the Business) 


Auction 


Tuesday 10 August 2004 at 11am 
at Torrs Coaches (Nottingham) Ltd., 
Private Road No.3, Colwick Industrial Estate, 
Colwick, Nottingham 

10 Coaches 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500’ 53-Seater 
(1990/G); 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500’ 53-Seater 
(1989/F) with Demountable Toilet (49-Seater 
with Toilet); 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3500’ 49-Seater 
(1988/E) with Toilet; 
Volvo ‘B10M Plaxton Paramount 3200’ 53-Seater 
(1988/E); 
Volvo ‘B58 Plaxton Supreme’ 57-Seater (1980); 
Dennis ‘Javelin Duple’ 35-Seater (1989/G); 
DAF ‘Berkhof Esprit’ 49-Seater (1985 - 

Private Plate) with Toilet; 
Leyland ‘Tiger Plaxton 3500’ 51-Seater 
(Semi-Automatic) (1985 - Private Plate); 
Leyland ‘Tiger Super 5 TL II’ 51-Seater 
(Semi-Automatic) (1982 - Private Plate); 
Leyland ‘Leopard Duple’ 53-Seater, i 
(Semi-Automatic) (1980) 
All with current MoTs. 
Also 
Volkswagen ‘Caddy’ Van (Diesel) (1997/R) 
(MoT to March 2005). 
And 


Fully Equipped Workshop, Hand Tools, 

Coach Spares, etc. 

On View:Monday 9 August 2004 from 9am-4pm 

and on Sale Day from 9am. 

Catalogue £2 Buyer’s Premium 10% 
For further Details & Catalogue Contact: 


24hr. Hotline 0906 8615195 
(calls cost 60p per min) 


FPD Savills, 4 St. Peter’s Gate, Nottingham, NG1 2JG 


Tel: 0115 934 8100 Fax: 0115 934 8003 


E-mail: plantsales@fpdsavills.co.uk www.fpdsavills.co.uk/plantsales 


Market Place 


What does 
PSVPRODUCTS 
Sell? 


MONITOR & DVD SYSTEMS 
Installed from 
£750 + VAT 
(£825 + VAT Installed at 
your premises!) 


Nationwide Delivery 


Call PSVPRODUCTS on 
01925 210220 


ODUidl JONACLY 


————————— 


Bus Electrical, 
Harrovv 


Wide Product Range in the UK! 

DVD Players @ Video Players @ LCD Monitors @ Standard 

Monitors @ PA Systems @ Radio & Cassette Players @ CD 
Players @ Microphones @ Drink Machines @ and much more! 


Bus Electrical 25 Parkfield Avenue, Harrow, Middlesex HA2 6NR 
Tel: 020 8420 1943 Fax: 020 8357 0487 Email: av@psv.co.uk 


SJUDWISIZADAPL ANOA odvI/d 03 SPZ8 IVT OZ80 Suly 


routeONE 29 july 2004 4i 


routeONE 


That’s different... 
route 


Direct tothe heart ofthe coach and bus industry 


...that’s routeONE 


STERI-DRI 
EMERGENCY 

CLEAN UP KIT 

A unique kit that is effective in 


cleaning and neutralising accidents 
(vomit) in less than two minutes! 


Take advantage of our 
Summer Special Pricing 
1-10 Kits = £4.95 
11 - 20 Kits = £4.25 
21 - 30 Kits = £3.99 


|Airconco <a> 


LIMITED 


§) We have experienced 
engineers in 


comprehensively / 
stocked service vans ] 
for all your on site q 


A/C servicing & 
repairs 


Please contact: 
Airconco Ltd, Unit 2a, Hooley Bridge 
Ind Est, Bamford Rd, Heywood, Lancs. 
Tel: 01706 361966 
Web: www.airconco.net 


TO PURCHASE CHECKPOINT loose wheel- 
nut indicators or to locate your nearest 
stockist, Tel: 01204 576334 


30+ Kits = £3.50 


Are you in 
there? 


The kit comes complete with 
gloves, cloth and scoop and a 
sachet of gelling powder and all in 
re-sealable bag. 

Have your vehicle clean and fresh 
again within minutes!! 
Disposables Direct (UK) Ltd 
‘Built on Service’ 


Check out The Whisperer 
column every week 
Tel: 0191 414 3366 


fecammc oles! 


The portable, reliable, 
economical solution for all 


your fleet cleaning needs! 


The Mobile Brush Cleaning System 
from Nationwide Cleaning Systems Ltd 
is all this and more.... 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


- Takes 3 minutes to clean 
a coach or bus and 
6 minutes to 
clean an artic 
»» No installation costs 
“No electricity required 
© No trailing or hazardous water hoses 
© Uses less water than a pressure 
washer and other cleaning methods 
___» © Economical on space, compacts to 2.2m’ 
él 
Nationwide Email: info@nationwide-cleaning.com 
Cleaning Systems Lc Website: www.nationwide-cleaning.com 


Market Place 
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TIONING FOR: Volvo, Gardner, Cummins, 


Market Place 


feonsuerancy 0870 241 8745 


When you set , 

“We'll ‘Mystery shop’ your i. 

travel services from the 
customer's perspective. 

Mystery Travellers. 

Tel: 023 9259 7707 

info@bestchart.co.uk 


fepccounses 0870 241 8745 


5 day course & 2 day revision 
(between 8.30am & 4pm) 


or try our supported home study course 
Book now for the September and December exams 


DIESEL ENGINE SPARE PARTS AND RECONDI- 


SME EUROFINANCE PLC 


OFFERS A COMPLETE RANGE OF 
BORROWING OPTIONS TO FUND 
CAPITAL ACQUISITIONS. 
Software, radio and Communications 
equipment, fixture and fittings, used asses- 
ts, Security systems, IT equipment, furni- 
ture, cars, machine tools, materials han- 
dling equipment, commercial and PSV. 
Invoice discounting Factoring Commercial 
Mortgages. 


Leyland, DAF, MAN. Tel: 01204 468213 Fax: 
01204 468226, Myco Engineering Services Ltd. 


CRAIG TILSLEY 


Suppliers of reconditioned: 


SCANIA 
GARDNER 
LEYLAND 
CUMMINS ENGINES 
CYLINDER HEADS 
CRANKCASES 
TEL: CRANKSHAFTS 
01782 791524 WWE Lae IND. EST. 
01782 791527 COATES HEATH, 
FAX: y STOKE-ON-TRENT 
01782 791316 ST21 6QY 


So if you are looking now or in the future 
then contact Chris Bichard. 
It will hopefully help to save you time, 
prevent delays and help you attain your 


WORKS: goals. 


MOORFIELDS 

New and used buses and coaches up to 

120 months. Garage Equipment up to 60 
months 


cbichard@smeeurofinance.com 
Tel: 01795 534888 


Commercial Vehicle Lift, & Commercial 
brake testers for sale. Contact Roger on 
01299 251615 or 07932 069627 


r route LS LOE 


FUEL STORAGE TANKS 


- for sale or hire 


Pumps, Fuel management 
Systems, decommissioning, 
Repair & Service 


All at affordable prices that will 
save you money 


Call today to discuss your 
requirements 


4m@W TERENCE 01376 
BARKER 330661 
TANKS 


www.terencebarkertanks.co.uk 
enquiries@terencebarkertanks.co.uk 


JoU9U0-9}NOJ MMM 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


routeONE @ eC) D market Place 


@ INSURANCE APPROVED 
@ ACCOUNT FACILITIES 


Double Glazed Units 
Refurbished Workshops . how 
and Mobile Service 


@ OVER 25 YEARS GLAZING EXPERIENCE 
@ QUOTES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 


BUS & COACH GLAZING FOR ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES 
0800 0260777 
01784 427080 


Distributors for genuine BERKHOF replacement glass 


Coach, Bus and \ 


Community Transport 


Wrightsure Insurance 


Services 


Holiday Insurance - Liabilities - Premises 


cpt 
associate 
member 


ee otull 


www.wrightsure.com Ws 

info@wrightsure.com m= 

Geving personal attention - 
the time: 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


MINIBUS & COACH 
SPECIALISTS 


a. “Talk to the experts 
for the best service 
around” 


®@ Swift, Professional Advice 
@ Experienced, Friendly Staff 
@ Quality Claims Service 

@ Exclusive Rates & Covers 
@ Rarely Beaten on Price 


0113 244 8686 
FAX: 0113 243 8668 


Crown House, Armley Road, 
LEEDS, LS12 2EJ) 
insurance@gauntletgroup.com 
www.gauntletgroup.com 


Gauntlet Grou 


PARTNER REQUIRED 
FOR 
MIDI-COACH COMPANY IN 
NORTH WEST LONDON/ 
HERTS 


Successful dynamic company estab- 
lished less than ten years - £1 
million plus turnover - substantial 
contract work/private hire - over 20 
vehicles less than 3 years old. 
MD is looking for a partner to share 
some of the load - must be 
experienced in man management and 
prepared to deliver financial and 
operational improvements. 
MERGER OR SALE CONSIDERED 

Please apply in writing to: Box No 14 
Suite 4, Century House, Towermead 
Business Park, Fletton, 
Peterborough, PE2 9DY 


ey arene Exacttive Teel 


Hertfordshire leading midi-coach com- 
pany require the services of an 
experienced 
Transport Manager 

Managing a fleet of 24 coaches and 
drivers, you will have gained at least 3 
years experience in a similar role. You 
must have excellent computer & man- 
management skills. You must be able 
to work under pressure & to dead- 
lines. CPC preferred but not essential. 
Salary - negotiable, depending on 
experience. 

Please send a current CV and 
covering letter to: 

Minibus Executive Travel, 360 
Hempstead Rd, Watford, Herts, 
WD17 4NA 


d Coach & Commercial plc / 


01531 6 


62ft fully equipped low bake oven 
= FACTORY FINISH 
Accident sooages vehicles a speciality 


= HAPPY CUSTOMERS 


enetas ( AUTOCOLOR | 


ISLAND COACHWAYS LIMITED 
OPERATES GUERNSEY’S 
BUS SERVICES 
CURRENTLY RECRUITING 
EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE 
BUS DRIVERS 
earn £20,000 + per annum 
Must hold current D license and PCV. 
Up to 3 year contract. Guaranteed 
hours, holiday pay and free uniform. 
Staff accommodation can be arranged. 
Shift patterns apply, though currently we 
operate no late night services 
Contact Jenny on 01481 720210 (dial 3) 


for further information and 
application form. 


PCV Drivers 
Required 


South London based Company 
Good rates of pay 
Full & Part Time positions 
Call Keith or Mark now 


O3Uld JINACL 


on 
0208 680 5111 


Partner or 
Employee required 
to fit stretch panels, 
and for 
spray painting. 
Southern Ireland based. 
Tel: 00 353 862 601510 


M&H COACHWORKS Ltd 


PSV SPECIALIST REPAIRS AND 
CONVERSIONS 
xxx LEEDS xxx 


Waterboilers, Fridges, Toilets, Video 
Systems, Servery Units, Webasto 
Heating Sales and Service 
Quality re-sprays 
and signwriting 
Accident damage repairs 
Contact us for quotations, helpful advice and 
above all, genuine service 
xx STAR QUALITY IS OUR HALLMARK ««« 
New Princess Street, Holbeck, Leeds LS11 9BA 
Phone (0113) 244 1671 
(Located 1 minute from M621 Junction 3) 
www.mhcoachworks.co.uk 
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fRecoveRy 0870 241 8745 


Professional Pride 


Personal Service - 


coach operators 


ASA 
LEADING 
ESTABLISHED 
COACH OPERATOR 
WE CAN PROVIDE 
THE HELP YOU NEED 
- WHEN YOU 
NEED IT 


5 
MINUTES FROM 
‘CHANNEL TUNNEL 


re ee ali 15 
Se ee rt = , MINUTES FROM 
Sik Cage ce DOVER 


Folkestone 01303 261870 
Mobile 07767 475625 


© 24hr roadside assistance with engineers “on call” 
© Priority access to Channel Tunnel & Dover Docks 
¢ U.K. continental breakdown assistance & recovery 


© Replacement vehicles & drivers for onward 
transportation of passengers 


® Modern fully equipped workshops and stores 
e Vehicle inspections, servicing & repairs undertaken 


¢ Fleet of over 40 new air conditioned vehicles 
including double deck coaches 


Unit G1, Lympne Industri 
Nr. Hythe, Kent CT21 41 


www.buzzlines.co.uk | Fax 01 


Professionalism, Flexibility and Reliability 
PCV Commercial Engineers 


Seat Belt Supplies 
¢ Hand Rail Paddin 


Mobile repairs. We will come 
to your Depot or Roadside 
24 hour recovery 


Ring 0870 241 8745 to place your advertisements 


* Next Day Delive 
¢ Seat Belt Installation 


¢ Double Deckers Seat Belted 
Call the experts - 01522 689911 


Time served PCV engineers 
Relief Coaches and Drivers 
Available 

O License inspections under- 
taken on premises 

Major Work undertaken 


Fax 01522 689922 aT 


Sovereign Reigning Supreme YOUR SEAT BELT INSTALLATION IS OUR REPUTATION 
Call us on 01282 721 824 


07940 116 427 (Anytime) 


San Carlos coach seats 


Bas 


5 ROW SCHOOL BUS KITS 


JoU"9U0-9} N01 MMM 


Market Place 
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PHOENIX 


SEATING LIMITED 
BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD 


ARE YOU IN BLACKPOOL FOR A 
WEEKEND? 


WHY NOT HAVE YOUR COACH 


A New Outlook in 
Commercial 


and Passenger Seating 
Phoenix Seating Limited 


manufactures the highest quality 


seating for the commercial and RETRIMMED WHILST YOU'RE 


HERE! 

CALL BOB FOR SAMPLES, 
PRICES AND AVAILABILITY 
TEL: 01253 766762 
FAX: 01253 798443 


Website: www.blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 
Email: sales@blackpooltrimshops.co.uk 
FAMILY BUSINESS - ESTABLISHED 30 YRS 


passenger markets. The whole 
manufacturing process from 
concept through design to 
engineering is carried out 
in - house. All seats are tested to 
M1, M2, M3 standard EEC directive 
761115 and ECE R14.05 using 
accredited test centres in the uk. 


For more information call us on 
01384 296622 or contact 
Sara Haywood on 07810 852270 


x 

S 
Full set of retrimmed seats, including < 
Driver's seat + courier seat from 1989 Ikarus, £750 
Tel: 01429 837753 or 07731 955697 


eran 


WRIGHT TRAINING | 
SERVICES LTD 
CPC COURSES 


4 NATIONAL and INTERNATIONAL 3 


; 


www.ahead-of-the-rest | 
14 and 15 THURNSCOE 
BUSINESS CENTRE, 
PRINCESS DRIVE, 
THURNSCOE, NR ROTHER- 
HAM, S.YORKS S63 OBL 


Phone or fax 


(01709) 894804 


Quality Retrims 
from 


£1,750 
P L Trim Ltd 
01253 696033 


Tel: 01708 867564 
Fax: 01708 867864 


LonidoorecncennaneennnnahbeHennNNben ots 


www.wright-training.com 
info@wright-training.com 


Alan Madrell School of Motoring Ltd. 
P.C.V Training, Licence upgrades. 
Accommodation available. Tel 0191 373 
3145 www.alanmadrell.co.uk 


455330 Ht 
Quality ReManufactured 


Transmissions 
LEYLAND HYDRACYLIC 
ALLISON AT SERIES 
VOITH DIWA FREE DELIVERY 


ZF ECOMAT FULL WARRANTY 
S) _ FITTING SERVICE 
— 


Direct to the heart of the coach and bus industry 


first with news 

dedicated circulation 
legal news by Mike Jewell 
industry interviews 
in-depth features 
company profiles 

latest test drives 
supported by the CPT 
best for buying & selling 
ABC application approved 
FREE every week 

YOUR views, YOUR voice 


BLUELINE BUILDINGS 


Cost 
Effective 
Solutions 


Tel: 01709 578535 24 Hours 


Iso 9002 
Registered 
Company 


Steel Buildings 
Widths from 20ft up 
to 70ft 
Unlimited lengths 


Workshops/ Garaging/ 
Storage 
Will never rust 
Buildings to BS5950 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 
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17.5 Uniroyal 
17.5 Uniroyal 
Premium New 
22.5 New 
22.5 Regal 
22.5 Michelin 
22.5 Uniroyal 
24.5 Goodyear 
¢ 315/80R 22.5 Goodyear 
* 315/80R 22.5 Regal 


hey TA 
fa 2 AP SIF 
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MORE STOCK AVAILABLE 
Tel: 0800 298 4755 


Leisurewear 
Direct Ltd 


Where first impressions count | 


Skool Summer Holidays 
= time to catch up 


609/709/811D 
Next day delivery nationwide | 
Tel nextBus Ltd 


+phonecalltoLwb 01249 462 462 

= brochure and samples | 24h 

+ Complete simple order form { —— os) ———__—_— 
www.mercedesmagic.co.uk | 


=best dressed drivers for 
September 200u 


e@ Personal service guaranteed 
e No hidden extra costs 


Tel: 01298 74737 Fax:0129871674 
www.leisureweardirect.com 
Buxton, Derbyshire 


biel 
[VISA 


Second Hand Somers Vehicle Lifts avail- 
able for sale. Limited stock available. 
Please call 07970 579258 


DENNIS PARTS 


Get your Dennis parts from the 
company who really know 


Dennis buses 


BUS & COACH PARTS 


Are you in 
there? 


Nationwide Delivery 
Call us on 0141 339 0555 
or go on-line 
www.busandcoachparts.co.uk 
Friendly service with great prices 


Check out The Whisperer 
column every week 


Market Place booking deadline Monday 4pm 


Market Place 


VDL JONCKHEERE 
( Jebasto AINA 


Thermosystems 
THETFORD 
Ms : 
o/ 


* For parts and service * 


B) Tel: (01923) 239996 


Unit 1, Colne Way Court, Colne Way, Watford, Herts WD2 4NE 
FAX: (01923) 252633 


Complete Range of 


Parts available 
—_— 


~\LMITED 
lt 


3 Tweed Road,Clevedon, North Somerset, 
BS21 6RR 
Tel: 01275 349411 Service: 01275 337078 
Fax: 01275 349311 
www.ayats.co.uk 
E-mail: enquiries @ayats.co.uk 


How much can you gain 
from an enquiry? 


S 
CFG . os 


\- ‘> 7 
*RAaARA 


Have you got a PRODUCT or SERVICE 
that you would like to promote to the 
coach and bus industry? 


If so - route 
can help! 


From as little as £20 + VAT, you can have your 
product or service seen by over 5,800 coach and 
bus operators in the UK and Southern Ireland. 
To take advantage of this service or to request a 
quote, call us on 0870 241 8745 
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Engineering a more 
streamlined service 


Steve Coles 


POOLE-BASED Wayfarer 
Transit Systems is strengthening 
its engineering function. 

Steve Coles has been appointed 
Head of Engineering, with 
responsibility for customer project 


Kevin Minns 


In brief... 


Bus and Coach Section 
elects new ‘bosses’ 

THE SMMT's Bus and Coach 
Section, which represents coach, 
bus and bodywork makers in the 
UK as well as ramp and lift makers, 
just elected a new Chairman, Adrian 
Wickens, Marketing and 
Communications Manager, Volvo 
Bus. Richard Noy, Divisional 
Director - bus and coach at MAN is 
the new Deputy Chairman. 


Jo McKay promoted 
HAVING worked in a variety of 
sections of National Express, Jo 
McKay has been promoted to 
Contact Centre Manager, where she 
is responsible for all incoming calls. 
Jo originally climbed on board the 
coach and bus industry, as a part- 
time ticket seller at 14. 

At the age of 16, she stepped up 
to full-time work in the First Bus 
shop at Hanley. Since then, she has 
steadily worked her way up the 


delivery. Kevin Minns is moving 
from Engineering to the new 
position of Head of Projects, taking 
management control of specialist 
activities to achieve delivery of 
Wayfarer customer orders, on time 
and to budget. 

David Short succeeds Steve 
Coles as Systems Test Manager and 
will be responsible for ensuring 
product compliance to customer 


Dave Short 


requirements and fitness for role. 
Comments Wayfarer Group 


Managing Director Tony McNamara: 


“These changes reflect the 
company’s commitment to 
delivering quality systems to our 
customers through focused 
management.” 


ladder, moving over to National 
Express three-and-a-half years ago, 
to expand her opportunities. 

She now lives with her partner in 
Bath and commutes daily to 
Birmingham. 


New Tyne and Wear Chair 
THE POLITICAL make up of the 
Tyne and Wear Passenger Transport 
Authority (PTA) was ratified last 
week when Councillor David Wood 
from Newcastle City Council was 
elected Chairman. Councillor Joe 
Lawson of Sunderland City Council 
was elected Vice Chair. 

The group, made up from 
councillors from the five constituent 
districts of Tyne and Wear, will 
shape public transport policy and 
guide the work of Nexus, the Tyne 
and Wear Passenger Transport 
Executive (PTE). 

Cllr Wood's top two priorities 
within the coming months will be a 
move to involve the people of Tyne 
and Wear in public transport 
consultation as well as an initiative to 
work with partners to create better 
integration of public transport. 
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Hughes joins Cogent 


COGENT Passenger Seating has appointed | Be 
Paul Hughes as National Sales Manager. 
Paul was an area sales manager for Rohill for 
three years, and before that worked for Britax. 
Cogent is expanding its range of products and 
the appointment of a National Sales Manager is 
integral to the continuing sustained growth that | 


is programmed. 


Paul will report to Commercial Director 


Roger Pownall. 


Three Tellings appointments 


TELLINGS Golden Miller plc, 
which floated on the Alternative 
Investment Market last summer, 
has made three appointments to 
its management team. 

Chris Lara joins the company as 
Operations Manager with 
responsibility for the | |0-strong 
Twickenham bus fleet as well as an 
overview of the company’s other 
London bus operations at Dartford 
and Hayes. 

Chris has extensive bus industry 
experience with Thamesway, First 


Leicester/Northampton, and latterly 
as Operations Manager for Connex 
Bus at Croydon. 

Oliver (Ollie) Pickett is appointed 
Area Manager at Dartford, managing 
the 20 buses operated on behalf of 
Transport for London (TfL) and Kent 
County Council together with the 
recently acquired Harris Coaches 
operation. 

Ollie was previously a Director of 
CSM Recruitment, the Essex based 
company specializing in PSV driver 
hire. 


Maha appoint Peter Clarke 


MAHA UK Limited has welcomed Peter Clarke to its 
sales team. He will provide support to MAHA’s 
distributors in Central and North West England, 
and promote the sale of MAHA’s commercial 

» vehicle test lanes. 

Peter’s career in the Garage Equipment Industry began 
in 1977 with Brown Brothers’ Garage Equipment 
Division, where he worked in both the UK and 
Middle East. He went on to be one of the 
original members of Gemco in 1986, 
following which he joined Trojan Garage 
Equipment in South Gloucestershire. 


office in Oldham. Bob who is First’s 
Managing Director for bus services in 
Manchester East, received signed 
certificates for all eight depots in the 
North West region. The award also 
grants the company rights to use the 
official ‘Positive About Disabled 
People’ logo on corporate 
stationery. 


JOB CENTRE PLUS has awarded 
First in Manchester its ‘Positive 
About Disabled People’ status, in 
recognition of the company’s 
constructive approach and 
commitment to employing 
disabled staff. 

The award was formally presented 
to Bob Mason at the company’s head 


nextweek 
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BASED in the heart of North 
Yorkshire, Stephensons of 
Easingwold was established 
in 1990 and made its mark 
with a ground-breaking York 
Park & Ride contract. Next 
week we catch up with the 
company that is gradually 
finding ways to justify 
investment in new vehicles. 
Based in the heart of North 
Yorkshire, it is ideally 
situated for access to York, 
as well as East and West 
Yorkshire, the East Coast 
and the North East. 


=== 


Sitting comfortably 
THE CHAPMAN name is familiar to virtually everyone in the coach 
and bus industry, but do you know who owns the company? Mike 
Morgan successfully navigates Milton Keynes to find Chapman Driver 
Seating, a new company that started trading in February 2004. 

It has a heritage that goes back generations, and a reputation that 
convinced the current management that the Chapman name was of 
too great a value to abandon. 


recruitment 


ISLAND COACHWAYS LIMITED 
OPERATES GUERNSEY’S 
BUS SERVICES 
CURRENTLY RECRUITING 
EXPERIENCED AND RELIABLE 
BUS DRIVERS 
earn £20,000 + per annum 
Must hold current D license and PCV. 
Up to 3 year contract. Guaranteed 
hours, holiday pay and free uniform. 
Staff accommodation can be arranged. 
Shift patterns apply, though currently we 
operate no late night services 
Contact Jenny on 01481 720210 (dial 3) 


for further information and 
application form. 


PCV Drivers 
Required 


South London based Company 
Good rates of pay 
Full & Part Time positions 
Call Keith or Mark now 


on 
0208 680 5111 


ONE 


ONE 


PARTNER REQUIRED 
FOR 
MIDI-COACH COMPANY IN 
NORTH WEST LONDON/ 
HERTS 


Successful dynamic company estab- 
lished less than ten years - £1 
million plus turnover - substantial 
contract work/private hire - over 20 
vehicles less than 3 years old. 
MD is looking for a partner to share 
some of the load - must be 
experienced in man management and 
prepared to deliver financial and 
operational improvements. 
MERGER OR SALE CONSIDERED 
Please apply in writing to: Box No 14 
Suite 4, Century House, Towermead company require the services of an 
Business Park, Fletton, experienced 


P h, PE2 9DY 
ag Transport Manager 
Managing a fleet of 24 coaches and 


Partner or drivers, you will have gained at least 3 


years experience in a similar role. You 
Employee required must have excellent computer & man- 
4 management skills. You must be able 
to fit stretch panels, to work under pressure & to dead- 
lines. CPC preferred but not essential. 
and for Salary - negotiable, depending on 
experience. 


spray painting. Please send a current CV and 


covering letter to: 
Southern Ireland based. Minibus Executive Travel, 360 


Tel: 00 353 862 601510 Hempstead Rd, Watford, Herts, 
WD17 4NA 
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2001 VOLVO B10M 
EXCALIBUR 
49 seats toilet, air con, 
tv/radio, PA, new MoT 
(Choice) 


2000 W SCANIA L 124 
IRIZAR CENTURY 
49 seats exec, air con, comfort 
shift, toilet, tv/radio, PA, new MoT 


>= Lociens — 


1998 BEULAS STERGO ’E’ fe 


NEW IVECO 50C13 
EURORIDER 16 seats, power door, ricon 
49 seat exec, air con, tv/radio, wheelchair lift 
PA, new MoT 


Many other 
vehicles available - 
| if you don’t see It - 
once ie Lele = give us a call! 


49 seats, toilet, servery, 
new MoT 


